16 Susan E. Dollar

45. Adai Indian Nation Cultural Center Brochure, n.d., copy on file with
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Indifferent.”

48, Louisiana Creole Heritage Center, The Creole Chranicles: Creole Celebra-
tions 2 (April 2002) details community-wide celebrations held in a number of
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49, Delphin, “The Creole Struggle,”15.
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Chapter2

Calumny in the House of the Lord:
The 1932 Zion Traveler Church Shooting

Thomas Aiello

“Americans generally are a religious people,” wrote Gunnar Myrdal in
1944. “Southerners are more religious than the rest of the nation, and
the Negroes, perhaps, still a little more religious than the white South-
erners.” Myrdal's An American Dilemma ndted that “the Negro church
was, from the beginning, the logical center for community life.” It was
“the oldest and—in membership—by far the strongest of all Negro or-
ganizations.” The black church was a “power institution,” that “has the
Negro masses organized and, if the church bodies decided to do so, they
could line up the Negroes behind a pr"ogrgxm."1 But that formula didn’t
always hold. The power of the southern black church gave it more than
a religious or social importance. Its high profile gave its members a far
larger stake in its success, gave them far more to lose in ecumenical or
doctrinal disputes. And sometimes that dependence turned the church
into a source of division rather than unity. Still, for southern blacks
outside of a single church membership, exceptions to the black-church-
as-unifying-element rule could have their own binding power—could
become, perhaps, a “power institution” in and of themselves—as a cu-
rious community flocked to rubberneck as inter-congregational argu-
ments turned from localized crisis to region-wide fiasco. The seemingly
paradoxical phenomenon of organizational division creating an extra-
organizational unity was rare. But.it helped create the post-World War
I black church that would become the ngw unifying element of the civil
rights movement, when the fight against segregation often overruled
such internecine squabbles.

Of course, Myrdal saw these potential i:oroblems in the Depression-
era black church, as well. “The frequent schisms in Negro churches
weaken their institutional strength,” he argued. Such schisms were rare-
ly caused by theological differences. Mare common was an intense com-
petition between preachers. “Some members of a church feel that the
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minister is too emotional or not emotional enough,” and so broke from
the original body to find a leader that better suited their Sunday morn-

ing whims. Such would be the case in 1932 at the Zion Traveler Baptist
Church in Monroe, the cotton and natural gas hub of rural northeast
Louisiana. But the Zion Traveler congregation would move beyond a
simple split. Instead, the dispute would grow through the courts and
the pulpit, culminating in a church service massacre that would draw
the horror and revulsion of both white and black in Jim Crow Monroe.
It would validate the racism of white residents and leave black residents
to rally in its wake.

Myrdal’s analysis would serve as a point of departure for the black
South, as the 1940s became the 1950s. The post-World War II civil rights
movement invested itself in Myrdal’s insistence on the available orga-
nizing power of the black church, relying for its success on the church
as an organizing vehicle, leadership crucible, and source of motivation.
Authors like David L. Chappell have argued that such religious empha-
sis (what Chappell would call “prophetic religion”) trumped the liberal
secular idealism of the intellectual community.? The importance of the
southern black church, however, was not new to the civil rights genera-
tion. It had been a source of strength and unity since at least the first
Great Awakening,

Sources of strength and unity were in particular need in Depression-
era northeast Louisiana. Monroe was notorious for its racism. In 1919,
black carpenter George Bolden was lynched after being accused of writ-
ing a lewd note to a white woman. It was one of many lynchings in the
Monroe area, but the case merited special notoriety when the mob en-
tered the colored ward of the St. Francis Sanitarium, attempting to push
past the nuns who ran the institution. The incident earned Monroe the
unfortunate moniker “the lynch law center of Louisiana.” Its reputation
hadn'’t improved by 1932.2

Of course, violence enveloped the whole of the southern African-
American population. Southern cities stood at the top of the murder
lists as 1932 began, largely, said reports, due to “lynch law and lawless-
ness.” Birmingham, Alabama, with 54.8 murders per 100,000 people,
led the nation, followed by Memphis, Tennessee, and Atlanta, Georgia.
In the first six months of 1932, five people were lynched, three black
and two white.* But violence was far from black Monroe’s only worry.

“The Southern states are among those at the bottom of the literacy list,”
Edwin R. Embree, president of the Julius Rosenwald Fund, said at a New

i.
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Orleans meeting of the American Library Association. He noted a lack of
library facilities and a lack of books, adding that though southern black
literacy rates were extremely low, “figures for whites alone still leaves
[sic] the South far below all other sections.”s

Black Louisianians of 1932 also had to be on their guard against

tuberculosis. A joint report of the New York Tuberculosis and Health As-
sociation and the Public Health Committee of the National Negro In-
surance Association detailed the danger. “In forty of the largest cities
of the United States, with a total Negro population of 2,474,469, there
were 6,820 deaths from tuberculosis in 1931 and a death rate, therefore,
of 276 per 100,000." Godias J. Drolet, statistician of the New York as-
sociation, noted that “there was not a single city in 1931 among those
studied where a death rate above 80 existed among the whites, but in
thirty-seven of the forty cities surveyed the Negro tuberculosis death
rate was above 100.”%

And then there was the Depression. “The Negro was born in depres-
sion,” said Clifford Burke, a community volunteer who described his De-
pression experience for Studs Terkel. “It only became official when it hit
the white man.” African American urban unemployment rose to fifty
percent by 1932, making the maintenance of black businesses a tenuous
prospect at best. In the North, approximately half of all black families
were receiving some form of depression relief. It was even worse in the
South. For example, 65 percent of Atlanta’s black families needed aid.
But the Depression affected everyone. In 1929, the estimated national
income was 83 billion dollars. In 1932, it was 39 billion. In 1929, there
were 513 American millionaires. In 1932, there were twenty. In 1929,
average per capita income was $1,475. In 1932, it was $1,119. 1.6 mil-
lion people—3 percent of the labor force-—were unemployed in 1929. By
1933, that number had grown to 12.8 million, a full 25 percent of work-
ers. In the first four years of the Depression, more than 9,000 banks
closed. Throughout the first decade of the Depression, one fourth of all
Southerners were tenants or sharecroppers, as were half of all Southern
farmers. By June, farm prices had dropped to 52 percent of the 1909-
1914 average. At the same time, farmers paid taxes 166 percent higher
than in 19147

Monroe was far from immune. Between 1930 and 1935, total as-
sessed property value in Ouachita Parish plummeted from almost 65
million dollars to just aver 43 million. Agricultural income fell by almost
65 percent. Similar drops in total payroll and retail sales stood as tes-

1
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taments to the economic devastation in the region. Thirty-five percent
of the 55,000 Ouachita Parish residents were black, and more than 19
percent of that group was illiterate. Within Monroe, Ouachita's parish
seat, the illiteracy rate dropped to 17 percent. In 1930, 48 percent of
the Ouachita African-American population was unemployed, a number
that surely rose in the lean years between the census and 1932. The city
population did not fare much better; 43 percent were unemployed.®
These calamities seemed a collection of virtually insurmount-
able hurdles, but they were exacerbated by environmental conditions.
Throughout the first three months of 1932,a devastating Ouachita River
flood submerged Monroe, affecting rich and poor, white and black alike.
The flood was the worst in the region’s history, outpacing even the 1927
Mississippi River flood in structural and monetary damage. The frantic
citizens of Monroe and West Monroe, pushed by the rise of the Ouachi-
ta, as well as of the Black and Toni Bayous, moved south of town, estab-
lishing a makeshift community of tents and abandoned houses south of
the Illinois Central railroad tracks. Black and white citizens crowded the
area. They lived side by side in a way that would have been unthinkable
when homes were permanent. Of course, the interracial cooperation fed
by immediate desperation was necessarily short-lived. When the disas-
ter abated, so too did white willingness to associate with blacks.?

If ever there were a need for strength and unity, it was there in Mon-
roein 1932. And the black church was clearly an active social force in the
city. Coverage of the black community in Monroe’s white dailies—the
Monroe Morning World and the Monroe News Star—was generally nega-
tive, consisting primarily of arrest reports, prohibition violations, and
patronizing caricatures of the southern black dialect (to say nothing of
advertisements for visiting minstrel shows and cartoons featuring exag-
gerated black features). But the papers also printed myriad reports and
advertisements for religious and civic meetings among the black com-
munity (see Table), These meetings were not only important to the spiri-
tual and social life of black Monroe, they were the one positive black rep-
resentation that white Monroe ever saw. For the members of Monroe’s
Zion Traveler Baptist Church, however, the positive benefits of church
membership never came.

Pounded in 1871, the Zion Traveler Baptist Church had been a prom-
inent and viable part of the community since its inception, led by pastor,

teacher, and community worker William Hamilton. Hamilton had been
a minister in Monroe's First Colored Baptist Church prior to Zion Trav-
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eler’s founding, but was with the new church at its creation. Two years

after Hamilton's death in 1902, revivalist minister Warner Washington

Hill replaced him. Hill served the church through the first decades of

the twentieth century, overseeing a dramianic growth in membership. He

spearheaded the effort to build a new facility on the corner of Eleventh
and Grammont streets when a 1923 tyash fire destroyed the church.
But in 1932, a dissenting group, calling themselves the Harmony Club,
sought a change of leadership.®

The reasons for their dissent are unclear. Myrdal cited “too emo-

tional” ministers as being one of the causes of such conflict, and Tracy
DeWitt, current minister of Zion Traveler, noted that Hill was a boister-
ous, fire-and-brimstone orator. His preaching style may very well have
alienated a portion of his congregation. Of course, splits in the church
were nothing new to Monroe congregants. The fractured evolution of
Monroe’s black churches began with the First Colored Baptist Church,
founded in 1869. “It was the training ground for much of the Black
leadership,” notes journalist and historian Roosevelt Wright. “Given
this situation it was only a matter of time before rivalry for the leader-
ship of Ouachita’s most prestigious church for Negroes would develop.”

Zion Traveler, in fact, was Monroe’s second black church, as Hamilton

and others left the First Colored Baptist congregation to found it. More

followed. Wright counts at least three more congregations founded by
original First Baptist members. Other splits developed from the newly-

created churches, creating an evolutionary tree that grouped together
like-minded members of Ouachita Parish'’s black religious community.**
While many of these splits would end in angry bickering, none would
fall to violence, save one.

. More than just fire-and-brimstone and a tendency toward reorga-
nization drove the Harmony Club. Money, particularly in the face of a
mounting Depression, was usually a concern in such situations. “Over-
l}ead expenses tend to be relatively high in the small church estab-
hshments.," noted Myrdal. “Since, in addition, the membership of the
churches is composed usually of poor people, the economic basis of most
chu.rc.hes is precariously weak.” Myrdal blamed much of this monetary
deficiency on “poor business practices,” but there is no evidence of such
at Zion Traveler. Still, the poverty of a church—or the poverty of its
membership—can cause the sort of strain that exacerbates the impor-
tance of other, more immediate differences.?

In early February 1932, as deacons axfd other church members were
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volunteering at the levees, the Harmony Club, led by George Daniels and
David Hodge, held a meeting of congregation dissenters and voted Hill
out of the pulpit. Hill responded by writing an open letter to Judge Per-
cy Sandel and the Ouachita Parish District Court. Sandel was native of
the area who had served as district attorney and had been a judge sipce
1924. He was a booster of northeast Louisiana and had played a promi-
nent role in the creation of Ouachita Parish Junior College the previous
year. He was unlikely to be moved by such a request. Hill claimed that
those seeking his ouster were a small faction of the church population,
which still overwhelmingly supported him. The Harmony Club, in turn,
went to court on March 2, 1932, seeking an injunction to bar Hill from
acting as pastor. Hill then countersued for access to what he believed to
be his rightful pulpit. Though he lost the suit, his supporters responded
to the Harmony Club by voting to reinstate him. Throughout March and
April, the church, on the verge of breaking apart, held sessions to resolve
the controversy.®

In May, the congregants of Zion Traveler continued their back-and-
forth over Hill’s pastorship. Hill had been enjoined against preaching
at the church through the efforts of the Harmony Club, but a majority
of the church’s congregation had given him a vote of confidence. The
Harmony Club, for its part, spent May in court, arguing that the injunc-
tion superseded the vote of some of the church’s members. During the
second week of May, as the congregation waited for a May 23 court date,
another vote demonstrated support for Hill, 117 votes to 2. Members of
the church’s Harmony Club did not participate in the election.*

That non-participation would substantially influence the ruling of
Judge James T. Shell, who ruled that Hill was in contempt of court for
violating the injunction. Shell was a district court judge who lived and
worked in Bastrop, Louisiana, in neighboring Morehouse Parish. His
distance from Monroe probably made him the most dispassionate voice
possible. A legal reelection to the pulpit, argued Shell, would have nulli-
fied the court order, but the absence of the anti-Hill faction at the most
recent vote left the congregation without a quorum and made the elec-
tion unofficial. Hill would have to leave yet again.*®

Leaving well enough alone wasn't in the evangelist’s makeup. He was
a fiery orator who believed in divine imperatives and in the doctrine of
the call. And Hill knew he had been called to lead that congregation. On
June 12, he forced his way back into the Zion Traveler Baptist Church,
attempting to preach despite the court’s injunction. Tom Jasper, Harmo-
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ny Club member and anti-Hill congregant, responded by swearing out a
warrant against the erstwhile pastor. On June 15, Hill was arrested and
charged with “disturbing public worship.” The arrest only convinced the
town’s white population that the Zion Traveler scandal was no longer a
sideshow. It was a nuisance. Luther V. Tarver, white superintendent of
police, shut down the church indefinitely, ¢

Tarver was a lifelong policeman. He had worked his way up from the
beat to become a detective in the 1920s, before finally becoming chief.”
His knowledge of the city, its religion, and its race relations made him
sensitive to such delicate situations. He had been an officer during the
Bolden lynching, He had seen the power of the black church in Monroe.
“Indefinitely,” then, turned out to be a brief summer respite. It wouldn’t
be long enough.

In the meantime, however, things secemed to be going well for
Monroe’s black population. The city’s Negro Southern League baseball
team, the Monroe Monarchs, were playing well. By late August they
would be participating in the Negro World Series versus the Pittsburgh
Crawfords.'® Also that summer, Sherman Briscoe founded the Southern
Broadcast. A native of Brunswick, Mississippi, Briscoe graduated from
Southern University in Baton Rouge in 1931, then moved to Monroe to
serve as math, chemistry, and general science teacher at Monroe Colored
High. He also coached the football team. But Briscoe was a journalist,
and a year after his arrival in Monroe he founded the city’s first black
weekly of the twentieth century. He maintained the paper until 1939,
when he took a job as the national news editor of the Chicago Defender.*®

That success showed in the Morning World's black coverage patterns
(see Table). Negative coverage of the black community had grown steadi-
ly in the Morning World from January to April, finally peaking in May.
When murder, robbery, and other crime statistics are added to reports of
drunkenness, bootlegging, and general condescension, the total month-
ly negative stories for the first five months of 1932 runs from 3, 17, 17,
and 38, to a high of 56. Positive portrayals of the black community's
church and civic meetings remained infrequent, running from 3, 3, 3,
and 15, to 25 in the corresponding months.* As the summer progressed,
however, the frequency of the negative depictions decreased markedly.
From June through August, the negative coverage numbers ran from 50
to 32 to 16. Things seemed to be getting better.*

Of course, some of the murder stories did not occur in Monroe or
Ouachita Parish. The portrayal of the criminality of the black popu-
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lace, however, did not rest on regional variation. Negative depictions of
what it meant to be black contributed to the white perception of African
American inferiority and the need for continued segregation. It made
white people more likely to remain skeptical of the affairs at Zion Trav-
eler.

Tarver reopened the Zion Traveler Baptist Church on August 3.1. He
warned the waiting members of the congregation that no more distur-
bances would be tolerated, then left the keys to the building with Deacon
Alec Johnson. Tarver wasn't acting out of kindness. He was responding
to a congregation-wide vote on a resolution created by a special com-
mittee. In a contentious but “official” vote, church members agreed to
bar Warner Hill from the church. He would be replaced by M. J. Foster,
principal of Monroe Colored High School. Monroe Colored High began
as Wisner High School in 1870, the only secondary education outlet for
African Americans in Ouachita Parish. Foster was appointed to lead the
school in 1922. Under Foster's leadership, Wisner built a new structure,
moved the school to a new location, and changed its name to Monroe
Colored High. His organizational ability and largesse in Monroe’s black
community made him a seemingly ideal choice.”

This, it was assumed, would be the end of the year-long controversy.
But four days later, while the eyes of most were focused squarely. on Pitts-
burgh and the Monarchs’ second game of the Negro World Series, Tarv-
er's decision proved disastrous.? As Foster began his Sunday sermon on
September 4, four female congregants, supporters of Hill, walked to 1':he
pulpit and asked him to stop. Though the protest was calm, t.he reaction
was not, and the congregation of Zion Traveler grew very violent, very
quickly. Hill supporter James Dougans responded to the chaos by pull-
ing a pistol. Seeing the gun, George Daniels, president of the Harmony

Club, ran to the house next door, where he had planted a gun before the
service. He claimed after the furor that he hid the gun because he ex-
pected Hill’s supporters to “shoot up the church if Foster preached.”*

While Daniels was away, Dougans shot his daughter Patsy in the
stomach. Patsy was still alive, but bleeding profusely on the church floor
when her father returned with his pistol. Daniels saw his daughter, then
saw the smoking gun of Dougans, and he turned quickly upon him. l?ou—
gans fired at Daniels, wounding him, but the shot did not incapacitate
the shattered father enough to keep him from firing back. Dougans was
hit, and as he fell he began firing wildly—striking Robert Sam Lee, Mat-
tie Levy, and Clarence Burrell—before dying on the church floor.®
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Police and rescue workers arrived shortly, rushing Patsy Daniels and
Mattie Levy, both in critical condition, to the same colored ward of St.
Francis Sanitarium that had housed George Bolden so many years be-
fore. St. Prancis was the only option. The St. Prancis Sanitarium and
Training School for Nurses began in 1913 as the pet project of Father
Ludovic Bnaut, a Franciscan priest. A core of nuns from France and Ire-
land lived on the grounds and ran the institution, which featured an x-
ray department, surgical suites, and a wing for black patrons. Mother de
Bethany Crowley administered both the hospital and the on-site nursing
school, which graduated its first class in 1916. Homes for nurses accom-
panied the convent on the hospital grounds. Though the hospital was
segregated, St. Francis always maintained a colored ward, the only avail-
able source for emergency medical treatment for Monroe's black commu-
nity. And so Levy and Daniels arrived, wounded and waiting. While Levy
would survive the incident, Patsy Daniels died on Monday afternoon.?
Many newspapers in the area could have covered the Zion Traveler
caontroversy. Monroe’s white dailies certainly did, but of the regional
papers in the surrounding areas, only one paper chose to cover it—the
Madison Journal. Other northeast Louisiaga newspapers were silent.?’
They were white weeklies, of course, but they served a population that
was heavily black. Of the twelve parishes that constituted northeast
Louisiana, 44.23 percent of the population was black. Five of the twelve
had black majorities.?® Still, if their community wasn't specifically af-
fected by the drama, even in an overtly religious region like northeast
Louisiana, they found little reason to cover the story. Though Monroe’s
dailies were larger and more comprehensive in local and regional cov-
erage, they probably shouldn't be seen as exceptions to this rule. The
Monroe News Star and Monroe Morning World were undoubtedly “white”
papers, too. In 1909, Monroe’s Evening News and Daily Star combined
to form the News Star. Colonel Robert Ewing, publisher of the New Or-
leans States and Shreveport Times came to Monroe in 1929 and created
the Morning World. In 1930, he bought the News Star, as well, making it
the afternoon counterpart to the Morning World and giving him a virtual
monopoly on mainstream white news in the region.?® And to keep main-
stream white readers in a segregated; raeist city like Monroe, coverage
of the black community was framed in relation to the white. Unlike the
readers of the smaller weeklies, Monroe’s hite population lived in the
midst of such controversy. The coverage, then, was a demonstration of
the volatility of black citizens—of a pTethl danger for white readers.
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It showed white readers that even Christianity was different or suspect
in black hands. That reinforcement of black otherness would only be giv-
* en a sort of pseudo-validation as the Zion Traveler controversy escalated
to its catastrophic denouement.

On September 11, George Daniels, who killed James Dougans in the
Zion Traveler chapel, was arrested and charged with carryinga concealed
weapon. He paid his bond and was released. That month, criminal hear-
ings were held for bad checks, manufacturing whiskey, forgery, disturb-
ing the peace, assault and battery, breaking and entering, and burglary.
But Daniels’ crime was only a misdemeanor. There are two explanations
for Daniels’s treatment: either Negro shootings were not considered so
egregious, or retribution for a murdered daughter seemed reasonable
enough. The second explanation seems most plausible. Superintendent
Tarver stated at the scene that Dougans was to blame for the incident.*
Besides, to interpret the charge as callousness at the death of a black
citizen is to ignore the real white fear of the dangers posed by armed
blacks. Sure, African American death was going to matter less to South-
ern whites conditioned by racism and segregation. But that othering cre-
ated by white newspaper coverage was no accident. September assault
and robbery charges were brought against black criminals, and the vic-
tims of their crimes were black.

After the debacle, Tarver again closed the church, but on Novem-
ber 6, the doors to Zion Traveler opened again. All church offices would
be open to new elections, and Hill would be barred from all of them.
Instead, Warner Washington Hill and those who sided with him start-
ed their own church, Triumph Baptist. Both churches still survive in
Monroe. “There’s tension,” argues Tracy DeWitt, current pastor of Zion
Traveler, describing the twenty-first century feelings between the two
congregations. “Feuds die hard down South.” He acknowledged Hill’s
rough, fire-and-brimstone style, but interpreted the factionalism—and
the idea of church membership in general—as “an ownership mental-
ity.” Both Hill supporters and the Harmony Club wanted to feel that the
church was truly theirs. “It was power,” contends DeWitt. “Power had to
be involved somehow.”®! The official church history quietly mentions a
split without offering any specific details. Those in the church who re-
member the shooting, or those who have heard stories about it, describe
the collective embarrassment of the congregation, the reciprocal shame
left by the memory of an ecumenical blood feud.32
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Table
Monroe Morning World's Portrayal of African-American Life, 1932

The Monroe Morning World was Monroe’s white mainstream morn-
ing newspaper. Its portrayal of black life can provide a portrait of how
the city's white population saw its black neighbors. Most of the coverage
of the black community is negative, and what positive coverage there
is often centers around church-related activities. (Monroe had a viable
black press in 1932, though its Southern Broadcast didnot begin until
the middle of the year. Sherman Briscoe founded the Broadcast, which
remained a solvent publication until 1939. Though Briscoe went on to
serve as a press officer for the U.S. Department of Agriculture and Ex-
ecutive Director of the National Newspaper Publishers Association, his
paper’s longevity did not match his awn. Only scattered editions of the
Southern Broadcast from 1936 and 1937 now exist.3®)

January Eebruary
Negative Coverage Negative Coverage
Crime Crime
Murder 2 Murder 1
Robbery 1 Robbery 4
Other 0 Other 6
Drunkenness 0 Drunkenness 1
Other 0 Other 5
Total 3 Total 17
Positive Coverage Positive Coverage
Church-related 1 Church-related 1
Other 2 Other 2
Total 3 Total 3
Ratio 1.000 Ratio 5.666

b i
| i :
_ i



28

Morning World's Portrayal of African-American Life

March
Negative Coverage
Crime
Murder
Robbery
Other
Drunkenness
Other
Total
Positive Coverage
Church-related
Other
Total
Ratio

May
Negative Coverage
Crime
Murder
Robbery
Other
Drunkenness
Other
Total
Positive Coverage
Church-related
Other
Total
Ratio

w OGN W

21
20

56

16
25
2.240

Thomas Aiello

April
Negative Coverage
Crime
Murder
Robbery
Other
Drunkenness
Other
Total
Positive Coverage
Church-related
Other
Total
Ratio

June
Negative Coverage
Crime
Murder
Robbery
Other
Drunkenness
Other
Total
Positive Coverage
Church-related
Other
Total
Ratio

2,533

8
5
18
12
7
50

11

13

24
2.0833
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Morning World's Portrayal of Aftican-American Life

July
Negative Coverage
Crime
Murder 2(1)
Robbery 8
Other 9
Drunkenness 6
Other 7
Total 32(33)
Positive Coverage
Church-related 1
Other 4
Total H
. 6.400
Ratio ¢ 600)
September
Crawford series ended on the 12th
Negative Coverage
Crime
Murder 1(5)
Robbery 3
Other 3
Drunkenness 3
Other 1
Total 11 (16)
Positive Coverage
Church-related 1
Other 0
Total 1
Ratio 11.000

(16.000)

. August
Negative Coverage
Crime
Murder 1(5
Robbery 7
Other 4
Drunkenness 2
Other 2
Total 16 (21)
Pofitive Coverage
_ Church-related 1
Other 4
Total 5
. 3.200
Ratio (4 200)
September
remainder of the month
Negative Coverage
Crime
Murder 5
Robbery 7
Other 3
Drunkenness 1
Other 6
Total 22
Positive Caverage
Church-related 1
Other 2
Total 3
Ratio 7.333
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Morning World's Portrayal of African-American Life

October
Negative Coverage
Crime
Murder
Robbery
Other
Drunkenness
Other
Total
Positive Coverage
Church-related
Other
Total
Ratio

December
Negative Coverage
Crime
Murder
Robbery
Other
Drunkenness
Other
Total
Positive Coverage
Church-related
Other
Total
Ratio
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November
Negative Coverage
Crime
7 Murder
9 Robbery
8 Other
2 Drunkenness
9 Other
35 Total
Positive Coverage
1 Church-related
2 Other
3 Total
11.666 Ratio
11
8
7
2
8
36
0
0
(1}
36.000
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Chapter 3

Separate but Sinful:
The Desegregation of Louisiana Catholicism, 1938-1962

Justin Poché

Almost two years after the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education decision,
Archbishop Joseph Francis Rummel of the Archdiocese of New Orleans
issued a missive that denounced racial segregation as “morally wrong
and sinful because it is a denial of the unity and solidarity of the human
race.” Like Brown, Rummel’s directive did not set any definite timeline
for desegregation. It nonetheless promised to integrate roughly 40 per-
cent of New Orleans school children, significantly accelerating the ra-
cial integration of southern schools. This step, Time magazine declared,
made New Orleans “the first major city in the Deep South to become
officially committed to integration on any sizeable scale.”? The authority
of an archbishop over his people was an important moral and political
force in this city, one New York Times reporter touted. Despite fears of
widespread dissent, “on the whole, Louisiana Catholics have taken this
quietly. Some local priests may not agree with integration. But when a
Roman Catholic priest disagrees with a policy laid down by his bishop
and backed by the Vatican, there’s little the priest can do except pray.”?
Yet despite such early optimism, white resistance in both the pul-
pit and the pew frustrated the integration of Catholic life in Louisiana.
Churches continued to segregate worship services while many lay as-
sociations and catechism classes excluded black members altogether.
During the 1960 New Orleans school crisis, as whites lined the streets
to protest the entry of four black students into two formerly all-white
public schools, Catholic schools remai&md segregated while the ailing
archbishop stood silent. “The key to the whole racial problem here seems
to be in the hands of the Catholic Church,” one school teacher lament-
ed in the wake of the 1960 crisis, “and th¢ inability to turn that key
is a particularly poignant one.”* The apathy of most clergymen infuri-
ated black Catholics and white interracial activists. Rummel’s declining
health, meanwhile, further weakened Cathalic leadership. When Catho-
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