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A c c o rd in g  to  v e te ra n  jo u rn a lis ts ,  W .A . S co tt was a s im p le to n . H e  h a d  b e e n  a h o sie ry  
sa lesm an , a b ru s h  sa lesm an , a n d  an  u m b re lla  sa lesm an . A f te r  a s t in t  as a ra ilro a d  
m ail c le rk , h e  h a d  t r ie d  h is  h a n d  at p u b lis h in g  city d ire c to r ie s  in  Jack so n v ille . H e  h ad  
co m e  to  A tla n ta  in  1928  to  try  it  aga in . O v e r  th e  n e x t six years, h e  w o u ld  b eco m e th e  
S o u th ’s m o st in f lu e n tia l  b lack  n ew sp a p e r p u b lish e r . H is  success w o u ld  e a rn  h im  m an y  
e n e m ie s , b u t  h e  c o n s id e re d  th e m  a n ecessary  b y p ro d u c t o f  a m b itio n . O n  Ja n u a ry  3 0 , 
I 934> how ever, o n e  o f  th o se  e n em ies  m u rd e re d  h im . A  w r ite r  in  h is  n ew sp ap e r sy n ­
d ica te , I .P . R ey n o ld s , w o u ld  la te r  call it  “th e  sh o t th a t was h e a rd  in  n ea rly  tw o m illio n  
N eg ro  h o m e s .”1

S c o tt’s m u r d e r  was n e v e r  so lved . T h e re  w ere, how ever, su spects  a n d  a series o f  p o ­
te n tia l m o tiv a tio n s  th a t m ay have d r iv e n  so m e o n e  to  k ill th e  n e w sp a p e rm a n . T h e  
m u rd e r , th o se  m o tiv a tio n s , a n d  th e  fa r - re a c h in g  a f te rm a th  o f  b o th  d e m o n s tra te  th e  
co m p lex  w eb o f  re la tio n sh ip s  a n d  in te re s ts  in  A tla n ta ’s b lack  u p p e r  class, a n d  th e  
vo la tility  o f  th o se  c o n n e c tio n s —p a rtic u la r ly  d e m o n s tra b le  in  th e  c o m p e tit io n  b e tw een  
successfu l b lack  b u s in e ssp e o p le . In  th e  S co tt case th a t c o m p e ti t io n  co u ld  have b e e n  
deadly , a b e tte d  by a c r im in a l ju s tic e  system  th a t o n ly  c o n c e rn e d  its e lf  w ith  b lack  c rim e  
w h en  it  in te r fe re d  w ith , o r  p o se d  th re a ts  to , w h ite  in te re s ts . S u ch  a system  le ft b lack  
v ic tim s w ith o u t ju s tic e , d ev a lu ed  b lack  lives, a n d  f re q u e n tly  e n su re d  th a t  p e rp e tra to rs

L eft: W illiam  A le x a n d e r  S co tt, f o u n d e r  o f  th e  Atlanta Daily World, was o n e  o f  th e  c ity’s m o st p ro m in e n t  
b u s in e ssm e n  a n d  o n e  o f  th e  S o u th ’s m o st p r o m in e n t  jo u rn a l is ts .  Courtesy ofthe A tlan ta  D aily  W orld .
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o f  v io le n t c r im e s  w o u ld  escape c r im in a l p ro s e c u tio n , even  in  cases o f  m u rd e r . T h is  
lack o f  o ffic ia l c o n c e rn  co u ld  have m ad e  b u s in e ss  c o m p e tit io n  a m o n g  b lack  A tla n ta n s  
fa r  m o re  v ic ious th a n  it m ig h t have o th e rw ise  b e e n . W h ile  we m ay n e v e r  d e fin ite ly  
k now  w ho  k illed  S co tt o r  why, th e  c ircu m stan ces  s u r ro u n d in g  h is  a ssa ss in a tio n  a n d  
h o w  th e  c r im in a l ju s tic e  system  h a n d le d  h is  m u rd e r  p ro v id e  lenses th ro u g h  w hich  
we can  observe  th e  lim its  w h ite  su p rem acy  p laced  o n  th e  a sp ira tio n s  o f  b lack  b u sin ess  
p e o p le , a n d  th e  ways in  w h ich  G e o rg ia ’s legal system  was c o m p lic it in  th e  th e  s u b o rd i­
n a tio n  o f  A fr ic a n  A m e ric a n s .

W illiam  A le x a n d e r  S co tt J r . , was b o r n  o n  S e p te m b e r  I, 19 0 2  in  E dw ards, M issis­
s ip p i. H e  f irs t a rr iv e d  in  A tla n ta  in  1925 to  a tte n d  M o re h o u se  C o llege , w h ere  h e  was 
q u a rte rb a c k  o f  th e  fo o tb a ll team  a n d  a s ta r o n  th e  d eb a te  te am . A fte r  g ra d u a tio n ,
S co tt m o v ed  to  B irm in g h a m , th e n  to  Jack so n v ille , w h ere  he  n o tic e d  a lack o f  c o h e ­
s io n  am o n g  th e  b lack  e n tre p re n e u rs  o f  th e  city. So h e  p u b lish e d  th e  City Business Directory 
o f Negro Enterprises. H is  success w ith  th e  p ro je c t led  h im  to  r e tu r n  to  A tla n ta  to  try  th e  
sam e th in g .2 In  th e  s u m m e r  o f  1928 , S co tt a p p ro a c h e d  e d ito r  R ic R o b e rts  at th e  Yates 
a n d  M ilto n  D ru g  S to re  in  th e  O d d  Fellow s b u ild in g  o n  A u b u rn  A v en u e . T h e  n o r ­
m ally b ro o d in g  S co tt seem ed  happy . “Say, R ic ,” he  said , “I ’m  g o in g  to  p r in t  a n ew s­
p a p e r . B en  D avis’ Independent seem s o n  th e  d o w n g rad e . T h e  tim e  is r ip e  fo r  a p a p e r  in  
th is  to w n .” B e n ja m in  D avis was a p o w e rfu l figu re  in  b lack  A tla n ta , th e  p u b lis h e r  o f  
th e  c o m m u n ity ’s la rg est n ew sp ap er, th e  Atlanta Independent. Davis also h a d  a re p u ta t io n  
as so m e o n e  n o t  to  be  c ro ssed . R o b e rts  was c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t D avis, b u t  h e  was also 
c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t th e  cost o f  th e  v e n tu re ; S co tt, how ever, seem ed  u n fa z e d . “ I d o n ’t 
n e e d  a lo t  o f  m o n e y ,” h e  sa id . “N ow  you  m ake m e u p  som e h ead in g s  a n d  th in g s  a n d  
I ’ll pay you  ju s t  as so o n  as p o s s ib le .” T h a t  n ig h t, R o b e rts  set th e  m asth ead  fo r  th e  
Atlanta World. W ith in  tw o weeks, th e  f irs t e d it io n  a p p e a re d .3

“In  th is  fie ld  h is  a lchem y has co n fu se d  a n d  i r r i ta te d  m any  o f  th o se  w ho c o n s id e re d  
h im  a n  u p s ta r t ,” e x p la in e d  R o b e rts . W ith  th e  h e lp  o f  h is  b r o th e r  C o rn e liu s  (k n o w n  
as C .A .) , W .A . b eg an  h is  sm all fo u r-p a g e  weekly in  A u g u st 1928 . In  1931. h e  fo u n d e d  
th e  S o u th e rn  N ew sp ap e r S ynd ica te , w h ich  in c lu d e d  p a p e rs  like th e  Chattanooga Tri­
bune, Birmingham World, a n d  Memphis World. In  M arch  1932, th e  Atlanta World b ecam e  a 
daily. W h e n  th e  S y n d ica te ’s reach  b eg a n  to  e x p a n d  b ey o n d  th e  b o u n d s  o f  th e  S o u th  
in  1933 , S co tt ch an g ed  its n a m e  to  th e  S co tt N ew sp ap er S ynd icate . “Five years ago he  
was a n  o b scu re  h o s ie ry  sa lesm an  in  A tla n ta  w ith  n o  ex p e rie n c e  in  o r  tr a in in g  fo r  th e  
p u b lis h in g  g am e ,” w ro te—w ith  a f i t t in g  sense o f  w o n d e r—th e  New York Amsterdam News’s 
J .C .  C h u n n .  “A t th e  tim e  o f  h is  d ea th  h e  was th e  p u b lis h e r  o f  th e  on ly  N eg ro  daily  in
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th e  c o u n try  a n d  th e  h e a d  o f  a sy n d ica te .” T h a t  synd ica te  o w n ed  o n e  daily, tw o se m i­
w eeklies, a n d  p r in te d  m o re  th a n  fifty o th e r  w eekly p ap e rs  th a t b la n k e te d  th e  S o u th  
a n d  p a r ts  o f  th e  M id w est.4

S c o tt’s ra p id  rise  a n d  h is  s tu n n in g  b u s in e ss  success w o u ld  p lay  a s ig n if ican t ro le  in  
h is  m u r d e r  a n d  h o w  th e  c r im in a l ju s tic e  system  h a n d le d  it. T h e  ro o ts  o f  th a t system  
lay in  slavery. Slaves’ sta tu s as va luab le  p ro p e r ty  le d  m aste rs  to  p ro te c t  th e m  f ro m  
ra n d o m  acts o f  w h ite  v io len ce  a n d  to  p ro v id e  legal p ro te c tio n s  fo r  th e m  in  c o u rt; th e  
e x e c u tio n  o f  a slave re p re s e n te d  th e  loss o f  th o u sa n d s  o f  d o lla rs  (ten s  o f  th o u sa n d s  
in  to d a y ’s c u rre n c y ) . F u r th e rm o re , slaves w ere n o t  im p r is o n e d  because  c o n f in e m e n t 
w o u ld  d e p riv e  ow ners o f  th e ir  la b o r . F ro m  th e  s ta r t th e n , th e  c r im in a l ju s tic e  system  
served  th e  in te re s ts  o f  slavery a n d  w h ite  suprem acy . T h e  system  w o u ld  c o n tin u e  to  do  
so a fte r  th e  C iv il W ar. In d iv id u a l blacks w ere  n o  lo n g e r  o f  value to  in d iv id u a l w h ites, 
b u t  b lack  la b o r  was e ssen tia l to  th e  p ro s p e r ity  o f  th e  S o u th , as it  h a d  always b e e n .

T h is  c h an g ed  dynam ic  in  th e  s o u th e rn  p o litic a l eco n o m y  m e a n t th a t v io len ce  co u ld  
b e  v is ited  u p o n  blacks w ith  little  in te r fe re n c e  f ro m  th e  c r im in a l ju s tic e  system , le a d ­
in g  to  a p e r io d  o f  ly n c h in g  a n d  m o b  v io len ce  th a t was—a n d  re m a in s—u n riv a le d  in  
A m e ric a n  h is to ry . As W. F itzh u g h  B ru n d a g e  has d e te rm in e d , G eo rg ia  w itn essed  4 5 8  
ly n ch in g s b e tw een  1 8 8 0  a n d  1 9 3 0 , w ith  m o b  k illin g s h a p p e n in g  in  119 o f  159 G e o r ­
gia c o u n tie s . T h e  b ro a d e r  S o u th  w itn essed  a lm o st fo u r  th o u s a n d  m o re . B lack ec o ­
n o m ic  success was a re a so n  fo r  m u rd e r , as was c o n v ic tio n  fo r  c rim es , b u t  by fa r  th e  
m o st c o m m o n  re a so n  was th e  su p p o se d  th re a t  b lack  m e n  p o se d  to  th e  v ir tu e  o f  w h ite  
w o m e n  th ro u g h  ra p e  a n d  sexual a s sa u lt.5 R arely  w ere  w hites ch a rg ed  o r  co n v ic ted  fo r  
th e se  c rim es , even  w h en  th e  id e n tit ie s  o f  th e  p e rp e tra to r s  w ere  k n o w n  to  law  e n ­
fo rc e m e n t a u th o r i t ie s —in d e e d , sh eriffs  a n d  p o lice  o fficers w ere o f te n  m e m b e rs  o f  
th e  m o b s . T h is  in d iffe re n c e  to  b lack  lives w o u ld  p e rs is t in  th e  S o u th  fo r  m o st o f  th e  
tw e n tie th  cen tu ry .

I n  a d d i t io n  to  n o t  p ro te c tin g  b lack  lives a n d  p ro p e rty , th e  c r im in a l ju s tic e  system  also 
so u g h t to  re e s ta b lish  la b o r  c o n tro l  lo st w ith  th e  e n d  o f  slavery. L eg is la to rs  in s ti tu te d  
th e  co n v ic t lease system  to  m ee t th is  g o a l.6 I t  was a system  s ta rte d  ju s t  a f te r  th e  C ivil 
W ar. T h e  sta te  s ig n ed  lease co n tra c ts  w ith  u p  to  seven d if fe re n t m a jo r  c o rp o ra tio n s  
in  th e  sta te , each  tak in g  a sh are  o f  leased  conv ic ts—th e  vast m a jo rity  o f  th e m  black. 
C o m in g  as it d id  o n  th e  hee ls  o f  e m a n c ip a tio n , th e re  was n o  d o u b t th a t th e  o b je c ­
tive in  G eo rg ia , as it  was in  each  o f  th e  fo rm e r  C o n fe d e ra te  states, was to  re - im p o se  a 
v e rs io n  o f  slavery o n  th e  b lack  p o p u la t io n , o n e  in  w h ich  blacks c o n s titu te d  a class o f
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d e p e n d e n t a n d  su b o rd in a te  la b o r  w ith o u t civil o r  p o litic a l r ig h ts . To fac ilita te  a rres ts , 
local g o v e rn m e n ts  passed  laws against p u b lic  d ru n k e n n e s s , g am b lin g , vagrancy, a n d  
“im p ro p e r  c o n d u c t .”

W ith o u t th e  m o tiv e  o f  g e n e ra tio n a l in v e s tm e n t th a t cam e w ith  slave o w n e rsh ip , th e  
new  “m a s te rs” co u ld  b e  as b ru ta l  as they  w a n te d  to  b e—w ith o u t c o n se q u e n c e . A c c o rd ­
in g  to  th e  h is to r ia n  M atth ew  M a n c in i, “ G eo rg ia  is w h ere  it  [th e  co nv ic t lease system ] 
ach ieved  th e  sta tu s o f  a W eb e rian  ‘idea l ty p e ’,” ex em p la ry  o f  th e  e x tra o rd in a ry  v io ­
len ce  a n d  d e h u m a n iz a tio n  o f  th e  system . “T h e  lease system  o f  co nv ic t la b o r ,” w ro te  
E .G . W ines in  1 8 8 0 , “seem s to  be  c a r r ie d  to  its last l im it—its ultima thule—in  G e o r ­
g ia .” D e n ie d  a d e q u a te  fo o d  a n d  m ed ica l care , a n d  w o rk ed  fo r  in c re d ib ly  lo n g  h o u rs , 
p r is o n e rs  faced  a b ru ta l  ex is ten ce . S ix teen  p r is o n e rs  d ie d  in  th e  system ’s f irs t year in  
1 8 6 8 , a n d  th e  n u m b e r  o n ly  c o n tin u e d  to  rise  as tim e  w en t o n . A c c o rd in g  to  official 
re p o r ts , m o re  th a n  s ix teen  h u n d r e d  leased  conv ic ts d ie d  in  custody, a n u m b e r  surely  
u n d e r r e p o r te d .  (A lm ost twelve h u n d r e d  m o re  “e sc a p e d .”) T h is  new  v e rs io n  o f  slavery 
la s ted  u n t i l  r e fo rm  m easu res  in  1 9 0 8  m oved  G o v e rn o r  H o k e  S m ith  to  e n d  th e  p ra c ­
tice . C o n v ic t la b o r ’s change to  th e  s ta te -s p o n s o re d  c h a in  gang  was sm all c o n so la tio n , 
g e n e ra tin g  se n sa tio n a l exposes o f  v iru le n t  b ru ta li ty  in  w orks like R o b e r t  B u rn s ’s I Am a 
Fugitive from a Georgia Chain Gang! in  1932 , tw o years p r io r  to  S c o tt’s m u r d e r .7

F o r w h ites , c r im in a lity  was in  th e  n a tu re  o f  A fr ic a n  p e o p le s . S ocio log ists  like  H e rb e r t  
S p e n c e r  a n d  W illiam  G ra h a m  S u m n e r  d rew  o n  a m is in te rp re ta t io n  o f  D a rw in ia n  
e v o lu tio n a ry  th e o ry  to  a rgue  th a t m o d e rn  in d u s tr ia l  socie ties m ir ro re d  life  in  th e  a n i ­
m al k in g d o m . T h e  p r in c ip le  o f  “surv ival o f  th e  f i t te s t ,” they  w rong ly  a rg u e d , m e a n t 
th a t because  E u ro p e a n s  w ere  th e  m o st p ro s p e ro u s  a n d  th e  m o st sp re a d  o u t  o f  the  
e a r th ’s h u m a n  p o p u la t io n , they  w ere  th e  “f it te s t” fo r  life  in  c iv ilized  society. I t  was a 
n a rra tiv e , n o te s  the  h is to r ia n  T a lith a  L e F lo u ria , th a t “re fu se d  so c io e c o n o m ic  o r  even 
psycho log ical d u re ss  as a c re d ib le  fa c to r  in  e lic itin g  v io le n t a n d  n o n v io le n t  c r im in a l 
b e h a v io rs .” In s te a d , b lack  c rim e  “was cast as a n  ir re d e e m a b le  race t r a i t .” W h ite  th in k ­
ers f ro m  th e  I ta lia n  c r im in o lo g is t  C esare  L o m b ro so  to  th e  A labam a p h y sic ian  J o s ia h  
N o tt  c h a m p io n e d  th e  k in d  o f  p se u d o sc ie n c e  th a t p ro p p e d  u p  su ch  th e o r ie s  a n d  le d  to  
“th e  b e lie f  th a t blacks w ere  an  in fa n til iz e d  a n d  sep a ra te  sp ec ies .”8

A tla n ta , o f  c o u rse , was h o m e  in  m u c h  o f  th e  early  c e n tu ry  to  W .E .B . D u  B ois, o n e  o f  
th e  fo u n d e rs  o f  a m o re  sc ien tific  sociology. D u  Bois co u ld  see such  p ro b le m s  p lay ­
in g  o u t in  f r o n t  o f  h im . “I f  m y ow n city o f  A tla n ta  h a d  o ffe red  it  to -d a y  th e  cho ice  
b e tw een  5 0 0  N eg ro  college g rad u a te s—fo rc e fu l, busy, a m b itio u s  m e n  o f  p ro p e r ty  an d
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s e lf - re sp e c t,” h e  a rg u e d , “a n d  5 0 0  b lack  c r in g in g  vag ran ts a n d  c rim in a ls , th e  p o p u ­
la r  vo te  in  favor o f  th e  c r im in a ls  w o u ld  be  s im p ly  o v erw h e lm in g . W hy? B ecause they  
w an t N eg ro  c r im e ?  N o , n o t  th a t th ey  fea r N eg ro  c rim e  less, b u t  th a t th ey  fe a r  N eg ro  
a m b itio n  a n d  success m o re . T h e y  can  dea l w ith  c rim e  by c h a in  gang  a n d  lynch  law, o r  
at least th ey  th in k  th ey  can , b u t  th e  S o u th  can  conceive n e i th e r  m a c h in e ry  n o r  p lace 
fo r  th e  ed u ca ted , se lf - re lia n t, se lf-assertiv e  b lack  m a n .”9

In  c o n tra s t  to  th e  rac ia l u p lif t  ideo logy  a n d  th e  p o litic s  o f  re sp ec tab ility  em b raced  
by th e  b lack  u p p e r  class, S c o tt’s World covered  b lack  c rim e  ex tensively  (as w o u ld  so 
m an y  o f  its m e m b e r  p a p e rs ) , u s in g  lu r id  s to rie s  to  d raw  in  re a d e rs . I t ju s tif ie d  th e  
p ra c tic e  by a rg u in g  th a t th e  World w o u ld  n o t  p lay  s im p ly  to  th e  e lite , b u t  w o u ld  re p o r t  
o n  m a tte rs  affec tin g  all b lack  c itizen s. W h ite  p a p e rs  n e v e r re p o r te d  b la c k -o n -b la ck  
c r im e , a n d  th e  World u n d e rs to o d  th a t its re a d e rs  w an ted  to  k n o w  a b o u t i t .10 T h e  World, 
how ever, was also in h e re n tly  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t th e  causes a n d  co n seq u en ces  o f  such  
c rim e s . In  J a n u a ry  1932 , th e  p a p e r  a rg u e d  th a t w ith o u t eq u a l ju s tic e  b e fo re  th e  law,
“a n ew  re sp ec t fo r  th e  r ig h ts  o f  o th e r s ,” a n d  blacks le a rn in g  th ro u g h  e d u c a tio n  to  
keep  th e ir  head s “w h ere  a m u rd e r  m ig h t re su lt, D ix ie  w ill c o n tin u e  to  lead  th e  n a tio n  
in  h o m ic id e s  a n d  th e  in tra - ra c e  m u rd e r  ra te  o f  N eg ro es w ill fa r o u t- s t r ip  th e  a n n u a l 
ly n c h in g  to ll. I t te m p e re d  su ch  b ro a d e r  e so te ric  c r itiq u e s  w ith  e n tre a tie s  fo r  b e tte r  
p o lice  tr e a tm e n t a n d  m o re  m o ra l ac tio n s  by th e  b lack  co m m u n ity . T h e  p a p e r  called  
fo r  b e t te r  ja i l  fac ilities , fo r  lega liz in g  th e  “n u m b e rs ,” a n d  fo r  b lack  p o lic e m e n  to  p a ­
tro l b lack  areas o f  th e  city .11

In  n e a rb y  N o r th  C a ro lin a , two ra p e  se lf-d e fe n se  cases in  th e  f irs t h a lf  o f  1934, d e m ­
o n s tra te d  th e  d if fe r in g  ways th a t s o u th e rn  c r im in a l ju s tic e  system s v a lu ed  b lack  a n d  
w h ite  lives. In  F ebruary , V io la  S am uels k illed  H e n r y jo h n s o n  a n d  w o u n d e d  h is 
p a r tn e r  w h en  she sh o t J o h n s o n  as h e  a tte m p te d  to  d rag  h e r  f ro m  h e r  h o u se . A ll th re e  
p a r tic ip a n ts  in  th e  in c id e n t  w ere  b lack, a n d  S am uels was n e v e r ch a rg ed  w ith  a c rim e , 
as p o lice  d e te rm in e d  th a t h e r  a c tio n  was c learly  in  se lf-d e fe n se . B ea trice  G lover, 
how ever, also sh o t h e r  a tte m p te d  ra p is t. She d id  n o t  k ill h im , b u t  because  h e  was 
w h ite , G lo v er was s e n te n c e d  to  th e  state p e n ite n tia ry  in  R ale igh . T h e  N o r th  C a ro lin a  
N A A C P a n d  a v arie ty  o f  c itizens g ro u p s  h a d  to  m o b ilize  to  p e t i t io n  th e  g o v e rn o r  a n d  
th e  c o m m iss io n e r  o f  p a rd o n s  fo r  h e r  re le a se .12 T h is  v e rd ic t was a r e m in d e r  o f  th e  v u l­
n e ra b ility  o f  b lack  w o m e n  to  sexual v io len ce , a n d  th e  ways in  w h ich  s o u th e rn  c r im in a l 
ju s tic e  system s d ev a lu ed  b lack  lives a n d  in te re s ts .
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“T h e re  a re  m o re  w ho lesa le  m u rd e rs  g o in g  o n  in  th e  S o u th  th a n  in  any  o th e r  p a r t  o f  
th e  c o u n try ,” e x p la in e d  a Ft. Worth Mind e d ito r ia l  sy n d ica ted  in  th e  Atlanta Daily World. 
“T h e  e n tire  fau lt lies in  th e  C O U R T S  o f  th e  la n d . A ny  N eg ro  can  k ill a n o th e r  N eg ro  
a n d , w ith  th e  su m  o f  fifty o r  o n e  h u n d re d  d o lla rs  a n d  th e  sw earin g  to  an  au d ac io u s  
lie  w h ich  w ill n e v e r be  legally p ro v e n  o r  d isp ro v e n , be  fre e d  in  th e  n e x t tw o o r  th re e  
h o u rs ;  yet, w h en  he  is cau g h t p ra c tic in g  th e  a rt o f  s tea lin g  f ro m  som e w h ite  p e rs o n , 
w h ich  was ta u g h t a n d  in s ti l le d  in to  h im  by th e  w h ite s , h e  is s e n te n c e d  to  tw en ty  years 
in  th e  p e n ite n tia ry .”'3 B lac k -o n -b la c k  m u rd e rs  w ere  n o t  g iven p r o p e r  a t te n tio n  by 
local law e n fo rc e m e n t, th e  p a p e r  a rg u ed , a llow ing  th e  f lim sie s t lie  to  free  a k ille r. B u t 
even  m in o r  c rim es ag a in st w h ite  p e o p le  w ere  over-aggressively  p ro se c u te d , d e s tro y in g  
th e  life  o f  th e  w o u ld -b e  assa ilan t. T h e  World r e p r in te d  th e  sto ry  because  th e  sam e was 
tru e  in  A tla n ta . T h e  sam e was also t ru e  across th e  S o u th . C r im e  ag a in st b lack  v ic tim s 
was o f te n  tre a te d  as in s ig n if ic a n t by w h ite  s o u th e rn  law  e n fo rc e m e n t, w h ich  le ssen ed  
th e  stakes fo r  w o u ld -b e  c rim in a ls  a n d  m ad e  v io len ce  a m o re  likely re su lt  o f  d isa g re e ­
m e n ts . A ll b lack  c itizen s in  A tla n ta  (even  th o se  w ith  m o n e y  a n d  re sp ec tab ility ) w ere 
m a rg in a liz e d  by race a n d  th e  segregated  society  th a t a tte n d e d  w h ite  s o u th e rn  b ig o try , 
a n d  th a t b ig o try  p ro d u c e d  an  in d if fe re n t  a n d  le n ie n t  c r im in a l ju s tic e  system  w h en  it 
cam e to  b la c k -o n -b la c k  h o m ic id e .

W .A. S c o tt’s ab ility  to  m a n e u v e r th ro u g h  th e  la b y r in th in e  system  o f  d e fe re n ce  a n d  
re s tr ic t io n  th a t c o n s titu te d  J im  C ro w  A tla n ta —p a rtic u la r ly  as a new  m o n e y  u p s ta r t  in  
an  o ld  m o n e y  to w n —crea ted  c o n flic t a n d  rivalry . So d id  h is p e rs o n a l life . H e  m a r ­
r ie d  h is  firs t w ife, L u c ile  M cA lister, in  1922 , a n d  h a d  tw o c h ild re n  w ith  h e r . In  1929 . 
h e  m a rr ie d  h is  seco n d  w ife. In  193T  h e  m a rr ie d  h is  th ird ,  w ho lived  w ith  h im  fo r  
ro u g h ly  e ig h te e n  m o n th s  b e fo re  h e  suggested  she go to  R en o  fo r  a d iv o rce—b ecau se  he 
was p la n n in g  to  m a rry  h is  secretary , A gnes M addox . T h e  co u p le  m a rr ie d  in  O c to b e r

I933-14

S c o tt’s s tr in g  o f  m arriag es  a n d  d ivorces was scan d a lo u s . H e  h a d  rece iv ed  several 
th re a te n in g  le tte rs  f ro m  th e  fam ily  o f  h is  fo u r th  w ife in  th e  weeks b e fo re  h is  s h o o t­
in g . T h e  M ad d o x  fam ily  was u n d e rs ta n d a b ly  shocked  a n d  u p se t by th e  m a rr ia g e , th e ir  
n ew  re la tiv e ’s fo u r th  in  e leven  y e a rs . '5 T h e  co u p le , how ever, stayed several days at th e  
M ad d o x  h o m e  a fte r  th e ir  h o n e y m o o n . T h e re  S co tt a p p a re n tly  re c o n c ile d  w ith  h is 
w ife ’s fam ily  a n d  seem ed  to  have successfully  sm o o th e d  th in g s  over w ith  a lm o st all o f  
th e  M addoxes. T h e  o n e  m e m b e r  o f  th e  fam ily  n o t  p re s e n t fo r  th e  d in n e r ,  how ever, 
was A gnes’s b r o th e r  G eo rg e , w ho h a d  lived  in  C h icago  fo r  th e  p rev io u s  tw o years.
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H e  a rr iv e d  back  in  A tla n ta  o n  th e  m o rn in g  o f  J a n u a ry  3 0 , 1934 , th e  day S co tt was 
a tta c k e d .16

T h a t  n ig h t, W .A . S co tt was c o m in g  h o m e  la te  again . I t  was ju s t  a f te r  10:15 p .m . w h en  
h e  tu r n e d  in to  th e  garage at h is  h o u se  at l 8 l  A shby S t. H e  p a rk e d  th e  car a n d  le ft th e  
garage, p la n n in g  to  e n te r  h is  h o u se  a n d  re s t a f te r  a n o th e r  in  a lo n g  lin e  o f  lo n g  days. 
B u t h e  n e v e r  m ad e  it. A  g u n m a n  w e a rin g  a d a rk  overcoat was ly ing  in  w ait, h id in g  
b e h in d  th e  back  p o rc h  o f  S c o tt’s h o u se . H e  sh o t h is v ic tim  th re e  o r  fo u r  tim es , h i t t in g  
h im  in  th e  h ip  a n d  back, b e fo re  f le e in g  th ro u g h  the  g a rd e n . T h e  a ttack  o n  th a t  co ld  
J a n u a ry  n ig h t was b r ie f , a n d  le ft S co tt fe a r in g  a se c o n d  assau lt as th e  am b u la n c e  cam e 
to  take h im  to  H a r r is  M e m o ria l H o sp ita l, th e  f irs t p riv a te  h o sp ita l in  A tla n ta  th a t 
se rved  A fr ic a n  A m e r ic a n s .17

ARTIST’S  DRAWING OF THE FATAL SHOOTING OF W. A. SCOTT

T h e  Atlanta Daily World’s R ic R o b e rts  p u b lis h e d  a d iag ra m  o f  th e  m u rd e r  to  h e lp  re a d e rs  v isua lize  th e  act 
a n d  its lo c a tio n . A tlan ta  D aily  W o rld , February 11, 1934.
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W h ile  a tte n d in g  S co tt early  in  h is  convalescence , C h a rle s  Pow ell, th e  h o s p ita l’s 
fo u n d e r , rece ived  a m y ste rio u s  le t te r  w ith  a c ru d e ly  d raw n  p ic tu re  o f  a p is to l in  o n e  
c o rn e r . Pow ell d e sc rib ed  th e  le t te r  as saying, in  p a r t ,  “T h is  fo rty -fiv e  w ill get you .

We n o tif ie d  S co tt a m o n th  ago a n d  he  was h a rd -h e a d e d . H a rd -h e a d e d n e s s  is d a n g e r ­
ous fo r  you , also . D o n ’t get y o u rse lf  in  tro u b le  fo r  n o th in g  o r  it  w ill be  d an g e ro u s  
fo r  yo u , also . Y ou  to o k  S co tt in  th e  h o sp ita l to o  s o o n . ” 18 T h a t  k in d  o f  in t im id a t io n  
a ffec ted  S co tt as w ell. T h ro u g h  th e  last w eek o f  h is  life , h e  d e m o n s tra te d  a n e a r  c o n ­
s ta n t p a ra n o ia  a b o u t th e  p o ss ib ility  th a t so m e o n e  w o u ld  a rriv e  to  f in ish  h im  off. T h a t 
b e in g  th e  case, h e  re q u e s te d  a m ove to  M acV icar H o sp ita l a t S p e lm an  C o llege . I t  was 
th e re , u n d e r  th e  w atch fu l eye o f  th e  S p e lm a n  n u rse s , th a t  S co tt d ie d , leav ing  a w ill, a 
m ystery, a n d  a c o n fu se d  a n d  h u r t in g  fam ily . 19

S c o tt’s w ill was a s tran g e  d o c u m e n t. C re a te d  a n d  s ig n ed  th e  day p r io r  to  h is  d ea th , 
it  b eg an  by d isp o s in g  o f  “th e  A tla n ta  W o rld  a n d  all o f  its su b s id ia rie s  a n d  assets.” 
T w enty  p e rc e n t  w en t to  h is  b r o th e r  C .A . S co tt, w ho was also n a m e d  in  th e  w ill as “th e  
G e n e ra l M an ag er fo r  all m y n ew sp a p e r b u s in e sse s . ” 20 T w en ty  p e rc e n t  w e n t to  S c o tt’s 
m o th e r . H e  th e n  lis ted  h is o th e r  b ro th e r s  a n d  s iste rs  w ith o u t p ro v id in g  a specific  
p e rc e n ta g e , a n d  th e n  h is tw o so ns, also w ith o u t p ro v id in g  a typ ed  p e rcen tag e ; i n ­
stead , “51% ” was susp ic io u sly  w r itte n  in  in k  w h ere  th e  typ ed  p e rc e n ta g e  sh o u ld  have 
b e e n . H is  c h ild re n  also rece ived  “th e  p ro c e e d s  o f  all m y in s u ra n c e  p o lic ie s” a n d  “all 
vacan t lo ts  p u rc h a se d  by m e f ro m  N a tio n a l B en e fit L ife In su ra n c e  C o m p an y , R eceiv ­
e rs .” S co tt n a m e d  A u s tin  T . W alden  a n d  h is  f irs t w ife, L u c ile , as “g u a rd ia n s” o f  th e  
c h ild re n ’s n ew  esta te , tru s te e s  “a u th o r iz e d  a n d  d ire c te d  to  d isp o se  o f  th e  rea l estate 
dev ised  h e re u n d e r  f ro m  tim e  to  tim e  as m ay be  fo u n d  n ecessary . ” 21 T h e  p ro v is io n s  o f  
th e  w ill w o u ld  b eco m e  a so u rce  o f  p u b lic  con tro v ersy .

T h e  w ill was a civil m a tte r , b u t  S c o tt’s k illin g  was a c rim e . O n  F eb ru a ry  IO, d e te c ­
tives a r re s te d  G eo rg e  M addox , A gnes’s b ro th e r ,  fo r  th e  m u r d e r . 22 A t th e  in q u e s t th a t 
fo llow ed , D r. H a rry  R ogers, th e  su rg e o n  w ho h a d  o p e ra te d  o n  S co tt, te s tif ie d  th a t 
w h e n  th e  p a tie n t  firs t a rr iv e d  at H a r r is  M e m o ria l, h e  c la im ed  th a t th e  s h o o tin g  was 
th e  re su lt o f  a deal he  h a d  ju s t  c losed  fo r  th e  p u rc h a se  o f  th e  O d d  Fellows b u ild in g  
o n  A u b u rn  A v en u e . W h e n  h is  b ro th e r  C .A . a rr iv e d , how ever, a n d  asked, “W .A ., w ho 
sh o t y o u ? ” R ogers te s tified  th a t S co tt re p lie d , “I be lieve  G eo rg e  M ad d o x  sh o t m e .” 
R ogers w en t o n  to  d e sc rib e  S c o tt’s re q u e s t to  b e  m o v ed  to  S p e lm a n ’s h o sp ita l, a rg u in g  
th a t th e  p a tie n t  seem ed  to  be  in  c o n s ta n t fear. I t was a fe a r  o n ly  ex ace rb a ted  by th re a ts  
like th e  o n e  se n t to  D r. Pow ell, seem in g  to  in d ic a te  so m e th in g  la rg e r  th a n  a b r o th e r ’s 
a n g e r  at w ork , p e rh a p s  even  the  sp ec te r o f  o rg a n iz e d  c r im e . S co tt k ep t tw o p o lic e m e n
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o u ts id e  o f  h is  ro o m  as g u ard s u n t i l  th e  day o f  h is  tra n s fe r . T h is  a c tio n  was s ig n if i­
can t. T h o u g h  H a rr is  was a p riv a te  b lack  h o sp ita l, w h ite  d o c to rs  d id  f re q u e n t it, a n d  
a w h ite  face in  th e  b u ild in g  w o u ld  n o t  have b e e n  s tran g e . S p e lm a n ’s M acV icar h a d  an  
a ll-b lack  staff, e n s u r in g  th a t any  p o te n tia l  w h ite  assassin  w o u ld  n o t  go u n n o tic e d . D r. 
Pow ell te s tified  th a t S co tt d iscu ssed  th e  id e n tity  o f  h is  a ssa ilan t w ith  h im  th re e  tim es . 
T h e  f irs t tw o tim es  h e  d e sc rib e d  h is  k ille r  as w h ite . T h e  th i r d  tim e  h e  d e sc rib e d  h is  
k ille r  as e i th e r  w h ite  o r  a N eg ro  o f  lig h t c o m p le x io n . C o n fu s in g  m a tte rs  f u r th e r  still, 
S c o tt’s m o th e r  c la im ed  to  have b e e n  in  th e  ro o m  w h en  h e  called  fo r  A gnes, k issed  
h e r, a n d  sa id , ‘S w ee th ea rt, G eo rg e  sh o t m e . Y ou  k n o w  y o u r  d ad d y  a n d  y o u r  b ro th e r  
said  they  w ere  g o in g  to  get m e .”23

I f  S co tt h a d  r u n  a fo u l o f  w h ite  m o n ey ed  in te re s ts—a n d  th u s  p u t  h im s e lf  in  th e  sights 
o f  a w h ite  g u n m a n —h e  h a d  d o n e  so in  h is  a tte m p t to  a c q u ire  th e  O d d  Fellow s b u i ld ­
in g  o n  A u b u rn  A v en u e . T h e  O d d  Fellows officially  o p e n e d  in  1913, a n d  it quick ly  
becam e  th e  c e n te r  o f  b lack  A tla n ta . A t th e  b u ild in g ’s d e d ica tio n , th e  Atlanta Independent’s 
B e n ja m in  D avis, a le a d e r  o f  th e  O d d  Fellow s, s to o d  a r m - in - a r m  w ith  B o o k er T . 
W ash in g to n  (A m e ric a ’s m o s t p o w e rfu l b lack  le a d e r)  to  ce leb ra te  its c o m p le tio n . “In  
every way,” W ash in g to n  re fle c ted , “I fo u n d  th a t th is  b u ild in g  re p re s e n te d  th e  ra p id  
u p w ard  m arch  o f  th e  c o lo re d  p e o p le  o f  A tla n ta  a n d  o f  G eo rg ia  a t la rg e .”

As o f  th e  early  1 9 3 0 s, th a t u p w a rd  m a rc h  in c lu d e d  th e  p u rc h a se  o f  th e  b u ild in g  itse lf. 
R eal esta te—p a rtic u la r ly  h ig h -p ro f i le  rea l esta te  like th e  O d d  Fellows b u ild in g  in  a city 
th a t l im ite d  b lack  access to  h ig h ly -v a lu ed  p ro p e r ty —p ro v id e d  social leg itim acy , w h ich  
was a c o m m o d ity  in  itse lf. A tto rn e y  W alte r D illo n  te s tified  a b o u t th e  p o te n tia l  c o n ­
n e c tio n  b e tw een  S c o tt’s m u rd e r  a n d  th e  sale o f  th e  O d d  Fellows b u ild in g , e x p la in in g  
th a t th e re  w ere  th re e  d if fe re n t b id d e rs  fo r  th e  p r iz e . O n  th e  T uesday  n ig h t th a t h e  was 
sh o t, S co tt in s is te d  o n  c o m p le tin g  th e  deal fo r  th e  b u ild in g , fe a r in g  th a t o n e  o f  h is  
c o m p e tito rs  was try in g  to  e lim in a te  h im  f ro m  c o n te n tio n . D illo n  a rr iv e d  th e  h o sp ita l 
th e  m o rn in g  fo llo w in g  th e  sh o o tin g , a n d  S co tt to ld  h im  to  “go r ig h t ah ead  w ith  th e  
d e a l.”24, S co tt was w illin g  to  r isk  d e a th  fo r  th e  e c o n o m ic  a n d  social c lo u t th a t o w n in g  
th e  O d d  Fellows b u ild in g  w o u ld  co n fe r.

M ean w h ile , th e  M addoxes w ere  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  d e m o n s tra tin g  th e ir  ow n fo rm  o f  
legitim acy, a rg u in g  th a t  th e re  was n o  fam ily  an im o s ity  a b o u t th e  m a rria g e  o f  A gnes 
a n d  W .A. th a t w o u ld  cause h e r  b r o th e r  to  k ill th e  p u b lish e r . G eo rg e  M addox  Sr. to o k  
th e  w itness s ta n d  to  c la im  th a t a f te r  f in d in g  o u t to  h is  sa tis fac tio n  th a t S co tt h a d  b e e n  
p ro p e r ly  a n d  co m p le te ly  d iv o rced  f ro m  h is p rev io u s  th re e  wives, h e  h a d  n o  p ro b le m



3 7 6  * T h e  G e o rg ia  H is to r ic a l Q u a r te r ly

Georp Maddox, Jr. (left), on 
trial tor the murder at his 
brother-in-law, W. A. Scott, A t­

lanta publisher, last year. At the right is his lather, George, Sr. 
The state claims Maddox did not want the dead man to marry 
into his family.

T h e  M ad d o x  fam ily  was th r u s t  in to  th e  sp o tlig h t a f te r  W .A . S c o tt’s m u rd e r .  G eo rg e  M ad d o x  J r .  was ac ­
cu se d  o f  th e  c r im e . B a ltim o re  A fro -A m e ric a n , F e b ru a ry  g ,  i g 35-

w ith  h is  n ew  so n - in - la w . H e  even  c la im ed  to  have ca lled  a D r. S essions in  W ash in g ­
to n , G eo rg ia , a b o u t m a k in g  a t r ip  w ith  S co tt to  n e g o tia te  a lo a n  fo r  th e  O d d  Fellows 
b u i ld in g . 25

W h e n  A gnes e n te re d  th e  fu n e ra l  h o m e  fo r  th e  in q u e s t (a c c o m p a n ied  by h e r  m o th e r ) , 
she im m e d ia te ly  w alked  to  h e r  b r o th e r  a n d  e m b ra c e d  h im  w h ile  cam eras sn a p p e d  
p h o to s . S he c o r ro b o ra te d  h e r  f a th e r ’s story . She d e n ie d  any  o b je c tio n  by h e r  fam ily  to  
th e  m a rr ia g e . S he acknow ledged  th a t  S co tt to ld  h e r  f ro m  h is  h o sp ita l  b e d  th a t G eo rg e  
h a d  sh o t h im , b u t  c la im ed  th a t h e  seem ed  d e lir io u s  w h e n  h e  sa id  i t . 26 Aignes’s te s t im o ­
ny  was th e  b o m b sh e ll m o m e n t o f  th e  in q u e s t, th e  fo rm e r  s o c ia li te - s e c re ta ry - tu rn e d -  
fo u r th -w ife  a tte m p tin g  to  e x o n e ra te  h e r  b r o th e r  fo r  th e  m u r d e r  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d . 27 

W h e n  S c o tt’s o ld e r  b r o th e r  A u re liu s  was called , h e  te s tif ie d  th a t in  a co n v e rsa tio n  
w ith  A gnes, she to ld  h im  to  “keep  h is  n o se  o u t  o f  th is  o r  h e ’ll get b u m p e d  o ff.” S till, 
all th e  co n flic ts  c rea ted  by th e  c o n fu s in g  te s tim o n y  w o n  th e  day. T h e  in q u e s t e x o n e r ­
a ted  G eo rg e  M ad d o x  J r . , r e tu r n in g  a v e rd ic t o f  “d e a th  at th e  h a n d s  o f  p a r tie s  u n ­
k n o w n . ” 28 A tla n ta ’s w h ite  c r im in a l ju s tic e  system  was l i ttle  in te re s te d  in  d o in g  m u c h  
to  get to  th e  b o tto m  o f  th e  m u r d e r  o f  o n e  o f  b lack  A tla n ta ’s m o st p r o m in e n t  c itizen s.
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T h e  day a f te r  th e  c o r o n e r ’s in q u e s t, th e  S co tt fam ily  m ad e  its f irs t p u b lic  a n n o u n c e ­
m e n t th a t it  w o u ld  pay a $ 2 0 0  rew ard  fo r  in fo rm a tio n  le a d in g  to  th e  a rre s t o f  th e  
g u ilty  party . “T h e  S co tt fam ily  is ask ing  th e  a id  o f  all A tla n ta  in  a n  e ffo rt to  a p p re h e n d  
th e  m u r d e r e r .” T h e y  asked th e  h e lp  o f  all re lig io u s  a n d  social o rg a n iz a tio n s  in  th e  
city. S co tt, a f te r  all, was o n e  o f  A tla n ta ’s fo re m o s t c itizens: “I f  a m a n  o f  h is  ac c o m ­
p lish m e n ts  a n d  n a tio n a l  re n o w n  can  be  s la in  a n d  th e  m u rd e re r  allow ed to  go h is  way 
a n d  m in g le  w ith  d e c e n t m e n , w hat can  o n e  expec t fo llo w in g  th e  k illin g  o f  th e  av e r­
age c i t iz e n ? ” T h e  p a p e r  also asked its re a d e rs  to  se n d  d o n a tio n s  to  ad d  to  th e  p o o l 
o f  m o n e y  b e in g  o ffe re d  fo r  in fo rm a tio n  le a d in g  to  th e  c a p tu re  o f  th e  c r im in a l .29 In  
re sp o n se , th e  A tla n ta  B ap tis t M in is te rs ’ U n io n  m e t a t W h eat S tre e t B ap tis t C h u rc h . 
T h e re , th e  p a s to r  o f  E b e n e z e r B ap tis t C h u rc h , M a r tin  L u th e r  K in g  S r., m ad e  a m o ­
t io n  to  d o n a te  m o n e y  to  th e  S co tt fam ily ’s rew ard  fu n d . “We sh o u ld  n o t  b e  s ile n t o n  
a m a tte r  o f  th is  s o r t ,” said  K in g . “A s m in is te rs  we sh o u ld  speak  o u t. I f  a p ro m in e n t  
c itiz en  like M r. S co tt can  b e  ru th le ss ly  s la in  a n d  th e  m u rd e re r  re m a in  free , th e  sam e 
fate  can  b e fa ll o th e r s .” T h e  o th e r  m in is te rs  ag reed , a n d  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  d o n a te d  $ 5 0  
to  th e  rew ard  f u n d .30

A tla n ta  N eg ro  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e rc e  officials also p led g ed  to  th e  fu n d , a rg u in g  th a t 
th e  m u rd e r  was ju s t  a n o th e r  exam ple  o f  th e  city’s n e e d  fo r  b lack  officers to  p o lice  
b lack  n e ig h b o rh o o d s . S co tt was k illed  in  th e  F irs t W ard , a n  area  th a t was 95  p e rc e n t  
b lack . T h e  N eg ro  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e rc e  h a d  several tim es p e ti t io n e d  th e  city fo r  
b lack  p o lic e m e n  fo r  su ch  n e ig h b o rh o o d s . I t  was a n  in te re s t in g  d e m a n d , c o n s id e r ­
in g  th a t n o  o n e  was m ak in g  a case th a t th e  m u rd e r  re p re s e n te d  b ro a d e r  c r im in a lity  
a m o n g  th e  c ity ’s b lack  p o p u la t io n ;  th e  h o m ic id e  seem ed  m o tiv a ted  by c o n flic t w ith in  
th e  in s u la r  w o rld  o f  u p p e r-c la s s  b lack  A tla n ta , so m e th in g  b lack  p o lic e m e n  w o u ld  
have b e e n  h e lp less  to  p re v e n t. S till, th e  re q u e s t d e m o n s tra te d  th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  
a m o n g  A fr ic a n -A m e ric a n  c itizens th a t su ch  fu n d ra is in g  e ffo rts  w o u ld  n o t  have b e e n  
n ecessary  h a d  th e  p r o m in e n t  v ic tim  b e e n  w h ite , th a t th e re  was a fu n d a m e n ta l lack  o f  
c o n se q u e n c e  fo r  v io le n t c r im e  in  th e  b lack  c o m m u n ity  th a t co u ld  have b e e n  m itig a te d  
by b lack  law  e n fo rc e m e n t o fficers w ho saw so lv ing  such  c rim es  as p a ra m o u n t .31

M ean w h ile , th e  World c o m p la in e d  th a t A tla n ta ’s w h ite  daily  p ress was tru m p e t in g  World 
a n d  S y nd icate  e d ito r ia l  p o licy  as m o tiv a tio n  fo r  th e  k illin g , a c la im  th a t w o u ld  rem o v e  
su sp ic io n  f ro m  th e  w h ite  b u s in e ss  c o m m u n ity . T h e  w h ite  da ilies p o in te d  th e  fin g e r 
o f  b lam e  at w h ite  su p rem ac is ts  in s te a d . B u t th e  World, fo r  exam ple , d e n ie d  th a t S co tt 
h a d  any  ro le  in  a N o v e m b e r 1933 m e e tin g  at H o lsey  T em p le  c h u rc h . T h e  m e e tin g  was



3 7 ^  * T h e  G eo rg ia  H is to r ic a l Q u a r te r ly

a fu n d ra is e r  fo r  th e  d e fen se  o f  th e  S c o ttsb o ro  Boys, n in e  b lack  A lab am a  te e n s  c o n ­
v ic ted  by a w h ite  ju ry  o f  r a p in g  two w h ite  w o m en , a n d  w hose  u n fa i r  tr ia ls  a n d  false 
c o n v ic tio n s  d o m in a te d  th e  h e a d lin e s  o f  b lack  a n d  w h ite  n ew sp ap ers  th ro u g h o u t  th e  
early  1 9 3 0 s. T h e  m e e tin g  was o rg a n iz e d  by th e  In te rn a t io n a l  L a b o r  D e fen se  (IL D ), 
th e  legal a rm  o f  th e  A jn e ric a n  C o m m u n is t  Party, a n d  le d  by R ev e ren d  J .  R ay m o n d  
H e n d e rs o n  o f  A tla n ta ’s W h eat S tre e t B ap tis t C h u rc h . T w en ty -tw o  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  
K u  K lu x  K la n  s u r ro u n d e d  th e  c h u rc h , passed  o u t leafle ts  o p p o s in g  c o m m u n ism  
a n d  b lack  r ig h ts , a n d  s to p p e d  IL D  lead e rs  f ro m  e n te r in g  th e  b u ild in g . T h e  te n s io n  
u ltim a te ly  b o ile d  over a fte r  a p h o to g ra p h e r  fo r  th e  World t r ie d  to  take p ic tu re s  o f  th e  
K la n sm e n . P olice  a rr iv e d  so o n  a fte r, a n d  it was m o st likely th e  p re se n c e  o f  th e  World 
p h o to g ra p h e r  th a t le d  to  su sp ic io n  o f  S c o tt’s in v o lv em en t. T h e  p re v io u s  year, th e  
World h a d  p u b lish e d  an  e d ito r ia l  by H e n d e rs o n  in  w h ich  h e  c r itic iz e d  cap ita lism  a n d  
su p p o r te d  th e  c o m m u n is t  cause, b u t  th a t was c e rta in ly  n o t  th e  p a p e r ’s e d ito r ia l  p o s i­
t io n . In  fact, t h e Atlanta Independent, th e  p re c u rs o r  to  th e  World, h a d  a fa r  m o re  rad ica l 
r e p u ta t io n  th a n  d id  S c o tt’s p a p e r. T h e  so n  o f  B e n ja m in  D avis, th e  fo u n d e r  a n d  p u b ­
lis h e r  o f  th e  Independent, was a H a rv a rd -e d u c a te d  law yer a n d  c o m m u n is t  w ho  served  as 
d e fen se  c o u n se l fo r  th e  b lack  la b o r  activ ist A n g e lo  H e r n d o n .32

A t th e  tim e  o f  th e  H o lsey  T em p le  m e e tin g  a n d  in  th e  m o n th s  le a d in g  up  to  S c o tt’s 
m u rd e r , th e  p re s id e n t  o f  th e  A tla n ta  c h a p te r  o f  th e  N A A C P was A u s tin  T . W alden . 
T h e  IL D  c ritic ized  h im  (a n d  th e  N A A C P ) fo r  p lay in g  in to  th e  h a n d s  o f  w h ite  A t­
la n ta  in te re s ts  a n d  fo r  n o t  p u b lic ly  s u p p o r t in g  A fr ic a n  A m e ric a n s  su sp ec ted  o f  b e in g  
c o m m u n is ts . T h e  a n im u s  b e tw een  th e  rad ica l le f t a n d  th o se  b lack  lead e rs  seek ing  
to  ex p u n g e  th e  ta in t  o f  c o m m u n ism  fro m  b lack  advocacy was p a lp a b le . A t th e  sam e 
tim e , how ever, w h en  A n g e lo  H e r n d o n ’s a tto rn e y  o rg a n iz e d  a c o m m itte e  to  s u p p o r t  
th e  legal d e fen se  o f  th e  c o m m u n is t  la b o r  le ad er, it  rece ived  s u p p o r t  f ro m  o sten sib ly  
n o n -c o m m u n is t  b lack  lead e rs  like Je sse  B lay ton , w ho  le d  th e  A tla n ta  N eg ro  C h a m b e r  
o f  C o m m e rc e  a n d  w o rk ed  w ith  W ald en  a n d  L o r im e r  D . M ilto n  (w ho w o u ld  also play 
a s ig n if ican t ro le  in  th e  S co tt m u rd e r  case) at th e  c ity ’s C itiz en s  T ru s t B ank . It was, to  
be  su re , a s itu a tio n  r ife  w ith  in te rn e c in e  d isp u te s  a b o u t th e  b e s t s tra tegy  fo r  ach iev in g  
equality , a n d  any  n ew sp ap e r th a t a tte m p te d  to  r e p o r t  o n  b o th  sides o f th o se  d isp u te s  
was b o u n d  to  receive a h ea lth y  a m o u n t o f  re s e n tm e n t f ro m  e a c h .33

T h e  World d e n ie d  th a t Scott h ad  b e e n  invo lved  in  th e  m e e tin g  an d  f u r th e r  said  th a t he 
was n o t  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  e d ito r ia l policy. “B lam in g  ‘w hat h e  said  in  h is  e d ito ria ls ’ fo r  h is 
d ea th  is a tale o u td o in g  th e  fa b rica tio n s  o f  A n an ia s  a n d  B a ro n  M u n c h a u se n .” T h e  p a ­
p e r  d id  its b e s t to  s itua te  itse lf  in  re la tive p ro x im ity  to  its w h ite  c o u n te rp a r ts , a rg u in g
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th a t it  “co n stan tly  fo u g h t c o m m u n ism  as a m enace  to  th e  N eg ro  in  D ix ie . T h e  W orld  
has b a ttle d  ly n ch in g , u n ju s t d is tr ib u tio n  o f  p u b lic  fu n d s , d is fra n c h ise m e n t, legal m u r ­
d e r, u n ju s t  c o u r t  d ec is io n s a n d  m u rd e r  o f  b o th  an  in te r ra c ia l  a n d  an  in tra ra c ia l n a tu re  
in  th e  b e lie f  th a t it  is th e  sw o rn  du ty  o f  every n ew sp ap er to  figh t fo r  th e  rig h ts  o f  its 
re a d e rs .” S till, th e  World n ev er received  “any th rea ts  f ro m  even th e  m o st ra b id  N eg ro - 
p h o b is ts  fo r  its e d ito r ia l s ta n d .” T h e  f ru s tra te d  e d ito r ia lis t closed  h is  screed  w ith  a fina l 
p lea: “L et th o se  w ho seek a m otive fo r  th e  u n tim e ly  passin g  o f  o u r  be loved  fo u n d e r  a n d  
ow n er, seek a b e tte r  rea so n  fo r  h is  fatal sh o o tin g  a n d  p e n e tra te  th ro u g h  th e  sm o k e­
sc reen  o f  a rad ica l e d ito r ia l policy. B lam in g  th e  c o n te n ts  o f  th e  W o rld  fo r  th e  tragedy  is 
in  the  sam e class w ith  trek k in g  to  th e  N o r th  Pole to  sh o o t A fric a n  e le p h a n ts .” 34

In  re sp o n se  to  th e  co n tro v ersy , C .A . S co tt sen t a n  o p e n  le t te r  to  A tla n ta ’s th re e  w h ite  
daily  n ew sp ap e rs  “ask ing  you  a n d  all th e  la w -a b id in g  w h ite  a n d  c o lo re d  c itizens o f  
A tla n ta ” to  h e lp  catch  th e  k ille r. “We feel th a t every h o n e s t  c itiz e n  o f  A tla n ta , w h e th e r  
w h ite  o r  b lack , w ill d e s ire  th e  a p p re h e n s io n  o f  th e  m u rd e re r  fo r  th e  p re se rv a tio n  o f  
law  a n d  o r d e r  o n  w h ich  o u r  social system  d e p e n d s . N o  slayer sh o u ld  go u n p u n is h e d — 
a n d  w h en  an  u p s ta n d in g  c itiz en  is sh o t in  th e  back  w ith o u t g iv ing  h im  a n  even  chance  
fo r  h is  life , th e  tim e  is r ip e  fo r  p u b lic  s e n tim e n t to  crystallize  in to  d e f in ite  fo rm  a n d  
fe r re t  o u t th e  g u n m a n .” 35 I t was an  o b v ious a tte m p t to  speak  to  w h ite  A tla n ta  in  its 
ow n  language: S co tt ta lk ed  a b o u t “law a n d  o rd e r ,” fo r  ex am p le . I t  was a lm o st ly n c h in g  
ta lk , w ith  its em p h asis  o n  th e  “social system ” e n s u r in g  th a t c r im in a ls  n o t  “go u n p u n ­
is h e d .” S co tt u n d e rs to o d  h is  a u d ie n c e  a n d  actively so u g h t w h atev er h e lp  h e  c o u ld  f in d  
fo r  h is  b ro th e r ,  even i f  th a t h e lp  cam e f ro m  th e  relatively  a n ta g o n is tic  w h ite  p o p u la ­
t io n . It was th e  necessary  rh e to r ic  o f  a b lack  s o u th e rn  e lite  n e g o tia tin g  a c r im in a l 
ju s tic e  system  w h ere  race  p ro v id e d  th e  ce ilin g  a n d  class p ro v id e d  th e  flo o r.

In  early  M arch , S co tt trav e led  to  D u rh a m , N o r th  C a ro lin a , fo r  a c o n fe re n ce  w ith  
offic ia ls o f  th e  N o r th  C a ro lin a  M u tu a l L ife In su ra n c e  C o m p a n y . 36 O n  h is r e tu r n ,  he  
s to p p e d  in  J o h n s o n  C ity, T en n essee , w h ere  he  spoke at W est M a in  S tree t C h r is t ia n  
C h u rc h . “T h e re  have b e e n  ru m o r s ,” said  S co tt—in  w hat was c learly  a speech  in te n d e d  
fo r  a b ro a d e r  a u d ie n c e  th a n  ju s t  th e  sm all c o n g re g a tio n — “th a t th e  e d ito r ia l  po lic ies  
o f  W .A .’s p a p e rs  h a d  so m e th in g  to  d o  w ith  th e  m u rd e r  a n d  th a t n o r th e r n  w h ite  cap ita l 
was b e in g  u se d  to  sp read  p ro p a g a n d a  th ro u g h o u t th e  so u th  c o n tra ry  to  s o u th e rn  id e ­
als. T h e  Scotts are s o u th e rn e rs  a n d  k n o w  s o u th e rn  id ea ls . We w ere  b o r n  in  th e  so u th . 
We live in  th e  so u th , do  b u s in e ss  in  th e  so u th  a n d  in te n d  to  stay in  th e  s o u th .” H e 
e x p la in e d  th a t he  a n d  h is  b r o th e r  n ev e r actually  w ro te  e d ito r ia ls  fo r  th e  p a p e r. H e  
th e n  rev is ited  th e  fam ily  s d en ia ls  a b o u t th e  H o lsey  T em p le  m e e tin g  a n d  ex p la in ed
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th a t h is  b r o th e r  was n o t  a n  ag ita to r. “In  fact, h e  o n ly  spoke in  p u b lic  u p o n  o n e  o r  tw o 
occasions s ince  h e  s ta rte d  th e  A tla n ta  W o rld .” C .A . S co tt, how ever, was n o t  th e  o n ly  
s ib lin g  tra v e lin g  to  N o r th  C a ro lin a  M u tu a l. In  m id -M a rc h , A u re liu s , w ho  h a d  already  
in tim a te d  h is  d issa tis fac tio n  w ith  th e  sta tu s o f  h is  b r o th e r ’s m u rd e r  in v es tig a tio n , 
w ired  a s ta te m e n t to  th e  A sso c ia ted  N eg ro  Press (A N P ) c la im in g  th a t a f te r  several 
tr ip s  to  b o th  A tla n ta  a n d  D u rh a m , h e  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  “m y b r o th e r ’s d ea th  was d u e  to  a 
w e ll- la id  p lo t fo r  c o n tro l  o f  h is  n e w sp a p e r.”38

W ell-la id  p lo ts  by b lack  a n d  w h ite  b u s in e s sm e n  w ere d o m in a n t fea tu re s  o f  th e  h a rd -  
n o se d  a n d  ru th le ss  b u s in e ss  p rac tices  o f  th e  A u b u rn  A v en u e  b u s in e ss  d is tr ic t. F o r 
ex am p le , H e m a n  P erry  (w hose co m p an y  o w n ed  th e  p r in t in g  e q u ip m e n t th a t Sco tt 
u se d  to  p u b lis h  h is  p a p e r ’s ea rlie s t e d itio n s )  a rr iv e d  in  A tla n ta  in  1 9 0 8 .  In  19 0 9 ,  he 
b eg an  im p le m e n tin g  a v is io n  o f  b lack  b u s in e ss  in d e p e n d e n c e  h e ra ld e d  by lead ers  like 
B o o k er T . W ash in g to n . H e  s ta r te d —u n s u rp r is in g ly —w ith  in su ra n c e , w h ich , a cco rd in g  
to  th e  h is to r ia n  A lexa B e n so n  H e n d e rs o n , “blacks h a d  lo n g  p e rce iv ed  as h o ld in g  g reat 
p o ss ib ilitie s  fo r  e c o n o m ic  secu rity  a n d  a d v a n c e m e n t.” W h ite  p re ju d ic e  l im ite d  th e  
scope o f  h is  o p e ra tio n s , w h ich  caused  f in a n c ia l p ro b le m s  th a t u ltim a te ly  led  to  P e rry ’s 
d o w n fa ll. H is  r u in  served  as a c a u tio n a ry  ta le  fo r  o th e r  A fr ic a n -A m e ric a n  e n t r e p re ­
n e u rs . “A m o n g  b lack  b u s in e s s m e n ,” H e n d e rs o n  ex p la in s , “P e rry ’s s itu a tio n  served  to  
h e ig h te n  th e  b e lie f  th a t, as blacks grew  in  th e  e c o n o m ic  sp h e re , th ey  te n d e d  to  a ro u se  
th e  su sp ic io n s  a n d  h o stility  o f  w h ite  g ro u p s .”39 S u sp ic io n s  a n d  ho stility , o f  co u rse , 
w ere  also c o m m o n p la c e  am o n g  b u s in e ss  rivals.

O n e  o f  th o se  rivals in  in s u ra n c e  was A lo n zo  H e rn d o n , w ho a rr iv e d  in  A tla n ta  in  1883 
a n d  by th e  early  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry  o w n ed  a c h a in  o f  b a rb e r  sh o p s th a t c a te red  to  a 
w h ite  c lie n te le . In  1 9 0 5 , c re a ted  th e  A tla n ta  M u tu a l In su ra n c e  A sso c ia tio n  (w hich  
w o u ld  la te r  b eco m e  th e  A tla n ta  L ife  In su ra n c e  C o m p a n y ), o n e  o f  th e  m o st p r o m i­
n e n t  b lack  b u sin esse s  in  th e  n a tio n . H is  g ro w in g  w ealth  a n d  th e  b u s in e ss  riv a lrie s  th a t 
it  e n g e n d e re d  le d  H e r n d o n  to  inv est heavily  in  d o m estic  a n d  c o m m e rc ia l real estate 
in  an  e ffo rt to  c o n tro l  as m u c h  te r r i to ry  in  th e  city as p o ssib le . H e  was as acqu isitive  
w ith  h is  b u s in e ss  e n te rp r is e s  as was S co tt w ith  s o u th e rn  n e w sp a p e rs .40 T h e  p o te n tia l  
fo r  v io len ce  in  su ch  e m p ire -b u ild in g  was o b v ious, m ad e  even  m o re  so w h en  th e  b lack  
b u s in e ss  class was ab le to  o p e ra te  largely  w ith o u t th e  fe tte rs  o f  a w h ite  c r im in a l j u s ­
tice  system  th a t d id  n o t  c o n c e rn  i tse lf  w ith  b lack  v ic tim s o f  c rim e . T h e re  was n o th in g  
a b o u t b u s in e s sm e n  th a t was in h e re n tly  v io le n t, o f  c o u rse , b u t  th e  c o m b in a tio n  o f  
acqu isitive  g reed  a n d  p o lice  u n c o n c e rn  c rea ted  th e  p ossib ility .
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H e r n d o n  assem b led  A tla n ta  M u tu a l f ro m  a g ro u p  o f  fa lte r in g  b e n e v o le n t asso c ia tio n s 
th a t w ere  u n a b le  to  m ee t sta te  d e p o s it r e q u ire m e n ts  c rea ted  by n ew  G eo rg ia  re g u la ­
t io n s . H e r n d o n  to o k  over th e  b u s in e ss  a fte r  h is  b id  was ch o se n  over several o th e rs , 
so m e m ad e  by w h ite  in s t i tu t io n s .  O n e  o f  th e  a d m in is tra to rs  la te r  a d m itte d  th a t th e  
g ro u p  “d ec id ed  to  le t th is  in s t i tu t io n  re m a in  as it  b eg an , a race in s t i tu t io n .” S u ch  was 
th e  b u s in e ss  c lim a te  in  A tla n ta , as w h ite  a n d  b lack  e n tre p re n e u rs  co u ld  b e  c o m p e ti­
to rs  fo r  c o rp o ra te  b id s  b u t  w o u ld  n e v e r  serve o n  in te g ra te d  b o a rd s  o f  d ire c to rs . W h ite  
p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  b lack  b u s in e ss  e n te rp r is e s  co u ld  com e e i th e r  as cu s to m e rs  in  service 
in d u s tr ie s , such  as th e  c lie n te le  fo r  H e r n d o n ’s b a rb e r  sh o p s , o r  as b u s in e ss  ow ners 
try in g  to  m ake p ro f its  f ro m  b lack  c o n su m e rs , such  as th e  b id d e rs  fo r  H e r n d o n ’s o r ig i­
n a l b e n e v o le n t a sso c ia tio n s. I f  w h ite  a n d  b lack  b u s in e ssp e o p le  w ere  m e e tin g  at the  
c o rp o ra te  level they  w ere always d o in g  so as c o m p e tito rs , a n d  d esp ite  successes like 
H e r n d o n ’s, c o m m itm e n t to  w h ite  su p rem acy  g u a ra n te e d  th a t su ch  c o m p e tit io n s  w ere 
n e v e r  w aged o n  eq u a l g ro u n d s . W h ite  b u sin ess  le ad e rs  w o u ld  do  w hatev er was n e c e s ­
sary  to  m ake su re  th a t th e irs  w ere  th e  d o m in a te  e n te rp r is e s .41

A  g ro u p  o f  th o se  w h ite  b u s in e ss  le ad e rs  h ad  b e e n  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  th e  e x p lo s io n  o f  
A tla n ta ’s b u s in ess  sec to r in  th e  iq 2 0 s ,  g ro w in g  p re d o m in a n tly  w h ite  c o n c e rn s  a n d  
c o n n e c tin g  th e m  a n d  th e  city to  th e  n a t io n ’s b u s in e ss  in f ra s tru c tu re . A  su s ta in e d  
g ro w th  cam p a ig n  by th e  w h ite  A tla n ta  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e rc e  a n d  a m o v e m e n t 
k n o w n  as “F o rw ard  A tla n ta ” le d  co m p a n ie s  like C h e v ro le t, N ab isco , a n d  Lay’s to  
lo ca te  in  A tla n ta . M ayor W illiam  H a rts f ie ld  w o rk ed  to  g ro w  av ia tio n  in  th e  city. “A t­
la n ta , th e  w ho le  S o u th , even  in  th e  tw en tie s  a n d  th ir t ie s  was so r t  o f  su ffe r in g  f ro m  an  
in fe r io r i ty  co m p le x ,” e x p la in e d  th e  a tto rn e y  H a ro ld  S heats. “A n d  th e  F o rw ard  A tlan ta  
cam p a ig n  p re tty  m u c h  b ro k e  th e  ic e .” I t  o n ly  b ro k e  it, how ever, fo r  w h ite  b u s in ess  
le a d e rs . As th e  h is to r ia n  C lif fo rd  K u h n  n o te s , th e  F o rw ard  A tla n ta  cam p a ig n  “d id  
n o t  in c lu d e  any  b lack  c itizen s in  the  e ffo rt, d id  n o t  so lic it a sing le  b lack  com pany , 
a n d  m ad e  n o  e ffo r t to  g a in  jo b s  fo r  b lack  re s id e n ts ,” even th o u g h  th e re  w ere m o re  
th a n  o n e  h u n d re d  b lack  b u sin esses  o n  A u b u rn  A v en u e  in  th e  early  19 3 0 s. M any o f  
th e se  e n te rp r is e s  sp read  th e ir  in f lu e n c e  b e y o n d  th e  b o u n d s  o f  A u b u rn , se rv in g  b lack  
c u s to m e rs  across th e  S o u th . A t th e  sam e tim e , how ever, th e  s tre e t served  as a d iv id in g  
lin e  b e tw een  blacks a n d  c o m m erc ia l eq u a lity  w ith  w h ite  b u s in e s sm e n  in  th e  city .42

P e rry  a n d  H e r n d o n  led  tw o su ch  o p e ra tio n s , b u t  th ey  w ere n o t  th e  on ly  e m p ire -  
b u ild e rs  o n  A u b u rn  A v en u e ; so was A u s tin  T . W alden , o n e  o f  th e  b iggest b e n e fic ia rie s  
f ro m  S c o tt’s d ea th . T h e  m o n e y  a n d  p ro p e r ty  he  w o u ld  receive f ro m  ac tin g  as g u a rd ­
ia n  o f  a p o r t io n  o f  th e  S co tt esta te  w o u ld  en ab le  h im  to  im p ro v e  h is  ow n b u sin ess
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fo r tu n e s . “I sp e n t o n e  w eek w ith  W .A. b e fo re  h is  d ea th . I k n o w  th e  h o sp ita l m a tte r  
f irs t h a n d ,” w ro te  S c o tt’s b r o th e r  A u re liu s . “M r. W alden , a tto rn ey , in s e r te d  h is  n am e 
as g u a rd ia n  in  W .A .’s w ill u n k n o w n  to  W .A . a n d  m y m o th e r  a n d  C .A . a n d  all o f  us. 
T h a t  is th e  c ru x  o f  th e  m a tte r . M r. W alden  gets $ 2 5 ) 0 0 0  in  cash , 6 0 0  lo ts  a n d  51 p e r  
c e n t o f  th e  b u s in e ss  as it  n o w  s ta n d s .”43 In  th e  1 9 2 0 s, th e  C itiz en s  T ru s t C o m p a n y  
( th e  c ity ’s m o st in f lu e n tia l  b lack  b an k ) re ta in e d  A u s tin  T h o m a s  W alden  as co u n se l, a 
p o s it io n  th a t so o n  e x p an d ed  to  in c lu d e  a ro le  as vice p re s id e n t. I t  was th e re  th a t he 
w o rk ed  w ith  L o r im e r  D . M ilto n  a n d  C lay to n  Y ates, b a n k  em ployees w ho h a d  le ft to  
s ta r t a successfu l p h arm acy  in  th e  O d d  Fellows b u ild in g  b e fo re  r e tu rn in g  to  th e  b a n k  
in  1 9 2 4 .44 W alden  was, fo r  a p e r io d  in  th e  la te  1 9 2 0 s , th e  on ly  b lack  law yer in  A t­
la n ta . T h e  v irtu a lly  m o n o p o ly  th a t h e  h e ld  in  th e  b lack  legal p ro fe s s io n  gave h im  carte  
b la n c h e  to  m a n ip u la te  as h e  saw fit, a n d  h e  d id  act as so le g u a rd ia n  fo r  th e  c h ild re n ’s 
esta te  th ro u g h  th e  f irs t m o n th s  a fte r  S c o tt’s d e a th .43

T h e  p r in c ip a l e lem en t o f  th a t estate was th e  n ew sp ap er bu sin ess , w h ich  h ad  b e e n  a 
th o rn y  issue c o n s id e r in g  th e  p ro b le m a tic  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  its d iv is io n  in  S co tt’s w ill (51% 
w ritte n  n ex t to  th e  nam es o f  th e  Scott c h ild re n , a n d  th e re fo re  to  b e  a d m in is te re d  by 
W alden  h im se lf) . A  battle  en su ed  b e tw een  th e  Sco tt sib lings, w ho a rg u ed  th a t th e  51 
p e rc e n t was m e a n t fo r  th e m , a n d  W alden , w ho asserted  th a t it was fo r  h is charges. O f  
cou rse , W alden  c laim ed  th a t h is surety  cam e f ro m  th e  fact th a t he  was at S co tt’s d ea th b ed  
a n d  d ra fte d  th e  dy ing  m a n ’s w ill th e re . T h e  Sco tt sib lings c laim ed  th a t fact d id  n o t b re e d  
surety ; it b re d  th e  leg itim ate  su sp ic io n  o f  c o r ru p tio n . T h e  co u rt, how ever, ag reed  w ith  
W alden . T h e  c h ild re n , u n d e r  W alden’s regency, to o k  m ajo rity  c o n tro l o f  th e  S y n d i­
ca te . 46 A u re liu s  Sco tt was o u trag ed . W .A ., he  a rg u ed , was fo rced  to  d ictate  h is w ill o n  h is 
d ea th b e d  w h en  he  was n o t  in  h is r ig h t m in d , th u s  c rea tin g  th e  51% controversy .

In  a d d itio n  to b e liev ing  th a t W alden  was try in g  to  steal m u ch  o f  h is b r o th e r ’s business 
em p ire  th ro u g h  d u p lic ito u s  legal m eans, A u re liu s  Sco tt also th o u g h t th a t u n n a m e d  
b u sin ess  en titie s  m ig h t have b e e n  involved  in  W .A .’s dea th . H e  recalled  a m ee tin g  o f  the  
C o o p era tiv e  P u b lish e rs  in  N ew  Y ork  tw o years ea rlie r  w h en  m em b ers  to ld  h is b ro th e r  
th a t “n o  b ig  b u sin ess  m anaged  by co lo red  p eo p le  co u ld  ever be  safe in  a s o u th e rn  tow n 
like A tla n ta .” W .A. re sen ted  th a t k in d  o f  talk, a n d  re sp o n d e d  by p ra is in g  th e  S o u th  an d  
its p eo p le . B u t c u r re n t c o n d itio n s , A u re liu s  co n c lu d ed , h a d  p ro v ed  h im  w ro n g . O n  to p  
o f  every th ing  else, he  c la im ed  th a t th e  “ac tio n  o f  several p e rso n s  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  the  
a ll-day  h e a r in g  o f  th e  c o ro n e r ’s ju ry  was so susp ic ious th a t it was ev iden t th a t they  w ere 
n o t  o n ly  sh ie ld in g  th e  k ille r b u t  w ere sp e n d in g  m o n ey  to  do  so .”47
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A u re liu s  b e liev ed  th a t h is b r o th e r ’s d e a th  was th e  p ro d u c t  o f  th re e  in te rc o n n e c te d  
fac to rs : h is  e d ito r ia l  policy, th e  O d d  Fellows rea l esta te  deal, a n d  a h o s tile  m ove 
to  g a in  c o n tro l  o f  th e  S ynd ica te . “T h e  k illin g  is th e  re su lt o f  a m a s te r -m in d  p lo t, 
in v o lv in g  som e o f  A tla n ta ’s b est p e o p le ,” h e  a rg u ed . “T h e  p la n  has w o rk ed  so su c ­
cessfully  th a t  W .A. S c o tt’s ow n m o n ey  is b e in g  u se d  to  cover u p  th e  m u rd e r  a n d  to  
re lease  th e  k ille r .” ( I t  is w o rth  n o tin g  th a t W alden , as g u a rd ia n  o f  th e  S co tt c h ild re n ’s 
fo r tu n e , was th e  on ly  p e rs o n  n o t  a S co tt u s in g  “S c o tt’s ow n m o n e y .”) O n  th e  n ig h t 
o f  h is  d ea th , c la im ed  A u re liu s , W .A. asked to  have h is  “w h ite  d o c to r” call h is  law yer 
a n d  fam ily, b u t  fe a r in g  th a t th e  “w h ite  law yer ’ w o u ld  n o t  a rr iv e  in  tim e , h e  se n t fo r  
W a ld e n . 48 “U n k n o w in g ly , m y fam ily  is o n  g o o d  te rm s  w ith  b u s in e ss  m e n  w h o m  W .A. 
o f te n  sa id  m e a n t h im  n o  g o o d  w hatever. T h e y  d id  n o t  buy  h is  p a p e r  a n d  w ere je a lo u s  
o f  h is  success. A tla n ta  b u s in e ss  m e n  h a d  m ad e  several a tte m p ts  to  o p e ra te  a n ew sp a ­
p e r  a n d  h a d  fa iled , he  a rg u e d . “As so o n  as W .A. d ie d , le a d in g  b u sin ess  m e n , fo r  th e  
f irs t tim e , go t th e ir  p ic tu re s  in  W .A .’s p a p e r .” 49

T h e  World d e n ie d  A u re liu s ’s co n sp iracy  th e o r ie s , b u t  n ev erth e less  sh a re d  h is view  th a t 
all was n o t  as i t  a p p e a re d  in  S c o tt’s slaying. “I h a s te n  to  say th a t th e  b e tte r  e le m e n t 
o f  A tla n ta  society  d e m a n d s  th a t th e  m u rd e re r  o f  W .A. S co tt b e  b ro u g h t to  ju s t ic e ,”
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a rg u e d  th e  new  p u b lish e r . “F o u r  m o n th s  have e lap sed  a n d  seem ing ly  n o th in g  has 
b e e n  d o n e .” H e  was “m o st a s to u n d e d  by th e  lack o f  e n th u s ia sm  a n d  in te re s t  o n  th e  
p a r t  o f  th e  g u a rd ia n s  o f  W .A .’s tw o m in o r  boys [A u stin  W alden  a n d  th e  boys’ m o th e r]  
w ho  n o w  c o n tro l  th o u sa n d s  o f  co ld  cash d o lla rs  w h ich  cam e d ire c t to  th e m  fro m  
in su ra n c e  p o lic ie s ,” h e  e x p la in e d . “O th e rs  have also received  in s u ra n c e  claim s o n  th e  
deceased  life . T h e y  m u st c o n tr ib u te  cash to  b r in g  th e  slayer to  th e  b a r  o f  ju s t ic e .” 50 It 
was, essen tia lly , a m o re  su b tle  way o f  d o in g  w hat A u re liu s  was try in g  to  d o . C .A . was 
ca llin g  o u t th o se  w ho h a d  g a in e d  fin an c ia lly  f ro m  th e  d ea th , a n d  im p lic a tin g  th em  
w ith  th e ir  lack o f  in te re s t  in  f in d in g  th e  k ille r. T h e  co m p lex  w eb o f  re la tio n sh ip s  a n d  
r iv a lrie s  in  A tla n ta ’s b lack  u p p e r  class a n d  th e i r  vo la tility  led  to  th e  p u b l is h e r ’s m u r ­
d e r, h e  a rg u e d . H av in g  a w h ite  p o lice  fo rce  th a t  d id  n o t  care  a b o u t b la c k -o n -b la c k  
c rim e  u ltim a te ly  p o is o n e d  lo w er class b lack  n e ig h b o rh o o d s , b u t  it  h a d  th e  p o te n tia l  to  
m ake h ig h -le v e l b lack  cap ita lism  even m o re  c u tth ro a t—m aybe even m u rd e ro u s —th a n  
it w o u ld  n o rm a lly  b e .

T h e  tw o p e o p le  w ho g a in e d  m ost f ro m  S c o tt’s d e a th  w ere  A u s tin  W alden  a n d  L o r im e r  
M ilto n , w ho , as p re s id e n t  o f  C itiz en s  T ru s t B ank , c a r r ie d  th e  d e b t o n  th e  S co tt es­
ta te . B u t in  A u re liu s  S c o tt’s m in d , th e re  w ere  o th e rs  w hose b u s in e ss  fo r tu n e s  w o u ld  
im p ro v e  i f  W .A. S co tt w ere  n o  lo n g e r  a ro u n d . In  early  J u n e ,  h e  r e tu r n e d  to  A tla n ta  
a n d  spoke w ith  G e o rg ia ’s so lic ito r  g e n e ra l. H e  a rg u e d  th a t h is  b r o th e r  h a d  b e e n  a 
th re a t to  th e  b u s in e s sm e n  o f  A tla n ta , w ho  fe a re d  th a t S c o tt’s e m p ire  was g ro w in g  to o  
large  to o  qu ick ly  a n d  w o u ld  b eco m e  a th re a t  to  everyone . In  o n e  le t te r  to  a M em p h is  
c o r re s p o n d e n t, W .A. w ro te : “W h e n  you  have b e e n  in  th e  b u s in e ss  as lo n g  as I have, 
you  w ill k n o w  th a t p lay in g  u p  to  th e  b ig  dogs m akes th e m  play away f ro m  you , a n d  
m y m a n n e r  o f  p ro g re ss  fo r  th is  type o f  m a n  f ro m  n o w  o n  is—to  h e ll w ith  th e m . I f  
they  w an t to  b lo w  th e ir  h o rn s  th ro u g h  m y p a p e rs , pay o ff  f ir s t .” A u re liu s  p o r tra y e d  
h is  b r o th e r  as a m a n  w ho  re fu se d  to  play th e  e s ta b lish m e n t’s gam e: “H e  d id n ’t d r in k , 
sm oke, a n d  c o u ld n ’t d an ce , a n d  above all, h e  d id n ’t h o b n o b  w ith  A tla n ta  b u sin ess  
m e n . H e  was to o  m u c h  o f  a h a rd h e a d e d , fearless b u s in e ss  m a n .” A n d  th a t b u s in e s s ­
m a n , A u re liu s  e x p la in e d , was n e g o tia tin g  th e  p u rc h a se  o f  th e  O d d  Fellow s b u s in e ss  
b lock , w h ere  h e  p la n n e d  to  o p e n  several b u s in esse s—in c lu d in g  a new  d ru g  s to re  
th a t w o u ld  d irec tly  ch a llen g e  a n  ex is tin g  s to re  o w n ed  by C lay to n  Y ates a n d  L o r im e r  
M il to n . 51

T h a t p o te n tia l  b u s in e ss  c o n flic t w o u ld  be  s ig n if ican t. In  Ju ly , th e  Atlanta Daily World f irs t 
r e p o r te d  th a t a synd ica te  o f  M ilto n , Y ates, J .B .  B lay ton , a n d  A u s tin  W ald en  h a d  p u r ­
chased  th e  O d d  Fellow s B u ild in g  (even  th o u g h  W alden  was still m an a g in g  th e  estate
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o f  S c o tt’s c h ild re n ) , r e p o r t in g  th a t the  g ro u p  p a id  ro u g h ly  $ 5 4 ,0 0 0  to  local rece iv ­
ers fo r  th e  N a tio n a l B en e fit L ife  In su ra n c e  C o m p a n y .52 N a tio n a l B en e fit o w n ed  th e  
b u ild in g , b u t  th e  lo n g -su c c e ss fu l in su ra n c e  co m p an y  h a d  g o n e  b a n k ru p t in  th e  h a rd  
days o f  th e  D e p re ss io n , a n d  M ilto n  (“w ell k n o w n  A tla n ta  b u s in e ssm a n  a n d  cash ie r 
o f  th e  C itiz e n s  T ru s t c o m p a n y ”) w en t to  W ash in g to n  to  n e g o tia te  w ith  th e  receivers . 
A lo n g  w ith  th e  fiv e -s to ry  O d d  Fellow s b u ild in g , th e  g ro u p  was also  said  to  have p u r ­
ch ased  th e  b u i ld in g ’s tw o -s to ry  a n n e x , w h ich  h o u se d  th e  B ailey’s Royal T h e a tre  a n d  
o th e r  b u s in esse s , e x te n d in g  th e  b u ild in g  co m p lex  d o w n  to  th e  B u tle r  S tre e t c o rn e r  o f  
A u b u rn  A v en u e . T h e  deal “has b e e n  te rm e d  th e  la rg est o n  p ro p e r ty  in  a N eg ro  sec­
t io n  o f  A tla n ta  in  y ea rs .”53

W ith  th is  new —a n d  su sp ic io u s—in fo rm a tio n , A u re liu s  accused  W alden  a n d  M ilto n , 
a lo n g  w ith  “a local w o m an  a n d  a C h icago  g a n g s te r” o f  b e in g  th e  m u rd e re rs  o f  h is 
b ro th e r .  T h e  attack , h e  a rg u ed , was because  o f  th e  O d d  Fellows B u ild in g  deal. W .A. 
S co tt h a d  m ad e  a deal to  buy  th e  b u ild in g  fo r  $ 4 5 ,0 0 0 ,  w ith  $ 2 ,0 0 0  do w n , a id ed  by 
“a le a d in g  N o r th  C a ro lin a  in s u ra n c e  m a n .” G ilb e r t  V. B ryan , rece iv e r fo r  N a tio n a l 
B en e fit L ife In su ra n c e , re fu n d e d  th e  $ 2 ,0 0 0  in  Ju ly  a n d  re so ld  th e  p ro p e r ty  fo r  
$ 5 4 ,0 0 0  to  M ilto n , Y ates, B lay ton , a n d  W alden , “all m e m b e rs  o f  th e  b o a rd  o f  d ire c ­
to rs  o f  th e  C itiz e n s ’ T ru s t C o m p a n y .”54'

L o r im e r  D . M ilto n  grew  u p  in  W ash in g to n , D C , b e fo re  a t te n d in g  B ro w n  U n iv e rs ity  
fo r  b o th  h is  b a c h e lo r ’s a n d  m a s te r ’s deg rees . J o h n  H o p e , B ro w n ’s f irs t b lack  g ra d u ­
ate a n d  th e  p re s id e n t  o f  M o re h o u se , chose  M ilto n  (B ro w n ’s seco n d  b lack  g ra d u a te )  to  
teach  at th e  A tla n ta  in s t i tu t io n . M ilto n  also b eg an  w o rk in g  at C itiz en s  T ru s t B an k  a n d  
s ta r te d  m o v in g  h is  way u p  th e  c o rp o ra te  lad d e r, all w h ile  also m a n e u v e rin g  fo r  c o n ­
tro l  o f  a local d ru g  s to re  h o u se d  in  th e  O d d  Fellows b u i ld in g .55 H is  ro le  w ith  th e  b a n k  
also  gave h im  an  in te re s t  in  th e  Atlanta World. “I s ta r te d  th a t p a p e r ,” he  la te r  b o as ted . 
“W .A . w e n t to  M o re h o u se  C o lleg e  w h ile  I was te a c h in g  at M o re h o u se , a n d  th a t ’s how  
h e  go t to  know  m e . I h a d  a p r in t in g  co m p an y ,” he  ex p la in ed , “a n d  w h en  S co tt knew  
th a t  I o w n ed  th a t p r in t in g  sh o p , th a t is, m y b a n k  o w n ed  th a t p r in t in g  sh o p , th e n  
h e  cam e to  m e to  le t h im  use  it. A n d  so I le t h im  use  th e  d a m n  e q u ip m e n t. I d id n ’t 
ch arg e  h im  a d a m n  th in g  fo r  i t .”56 As o f  1934 , how ever, h is  re la tio n s h ip  w ith  th e  
Scotts h a d  obv iously  so u re d .

W h e th e r  th e  deal fell th ro u g h  o r  th e  p re ssu re  a p p lie d  by A u re liu s  Sco tt becam e to o  
g rea t, M ilto n  a n d  W ald en ’s in v e s tm e n t g ro u p  d id  n o t  buy  th e  b u ild in g . In  A ugust, 
a w h ite  rea l esta te  ag en t n a m e d  H e n ry  M . P itts  (w hose id e n tity  w en t u n d isc lo se d
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at th e  tim e) p u rc h a se d  th e  O d d  Fellows b u ild in g  fo r  th e  relatively  sm all a m o u n t o f  
$ 4 7 ,  O O O . 57 So W ald en  a n d  M ilto n  d ivested  them selves o f  any f in a n c ia l in te re s t  in  
th e  O d d  Fellows b u ild in g , a llow ing  o th e rs  to  p u rc h a se  it  a n d  su p p o sed ly  d isp ro v in g  
A u re liu s ’s m u rd e r -c o n s p ira c y  th e o ry  because  o f  th e  d iv e s tm e n t. N ex t, th e  d u o  so u g h t 
to  b u ild  o n  th a t m o m e n tu m  by a n n o u n c in g  th a t in  S e p te m b e r  th ey  w o u ld  in i t ia te  a 
d e fa m a tio n  su it aga in st th e  Baltimore Afro-American fo r  p u b lis h in g  A u re liu s ’s charges in  
a “false a n d  m a lic io u s  a rtic le  w ith o u t so m u c h  as m ak in g  any  in v es tig a tio n  o f  its t r u th  
o r  fa lsity .” 58 T h e  case, how ever, n e v e r m a te ria liz ed . S u ch  a su it w o u ld  have re q u ire d  
te s tify in g  u n d e r  o a th  a n d  a d e m o n s tra t io n  o f  th e  falsity  a n d  m alic io u sn ess  o f  A u ­
re liu s ’s c la im s. W h e th e r  W alden  a n d  M ilto n  chose n o t  to  p u rsu e  th e  case because  o f
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T h e  O d d  Fellow s B u ild in g , w h ich  was a t th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  c o n tro v e rsy  s u r ro u n d in g  W .A. S c o tt’s d ea th , 
was a s ig n ific a n t ed ifice  o n  A u b u rn  A v en u e . I t  also rece iv ed  n a tio n a l  re c o g n itio n , fe a tu re d  h e re  o n  th e  
cover o f  th e  Crisis, th e  m agazine  o f  th e  N a tio n a l A sso c ia tio n  fo r  th e  A d v a n ce m en t o f  C o lo re d  People  
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a fe a r  th ey  m ig h t in c r im in a te  them selves, o r  because  p u b lic  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  th e  
p o te n tia l  su it served  th e  sam e p u rp o s e  as a tr ia l , th e  p a i r  n e v e r ac tually  f i le d .59

M ilto n  a n d  W alden  h a d  d o n e  so m u c h  fo r  b lack  A tla n ta , a n d  th ey  w o u ld  go o n  to  do  
m u c h  m o r e .60 B u t th e ir  b e h a v io r in  th e  wake o f  W .A. S c o tt’s d e a th  re m a in e d  su sp i­
c io u s, th o u g h  A u re liu s  n ev e r a lleged  th a t e i th e r  m a n  h a d  p u lle d  th e  trig g e r. G eorge  
M ad d o x  always seem ed  like th e  m o st o bv ious c u lp r i t  fo r  th e  m u rd e r  itse lf. H is  m o ­
tives, how ever, a n d  th e  ro le  th a t W alden  o r  M ilto n  m ay have p layed  in  th e m , r e ­
m a in e d  in  q u e s t io n .61 B u t th ese  m e n  w ere n o t  th e  o n ly  o n es  w ith  rea so n s  fo r  w a n tin g  
W .A . S co tt d ead . B en  D avis, yet a n o th e r  sc io n  o f  b lack  A tla n ta , also h a d  in te re s ts  s i tu ­
a ted  at th e  in te r s e c tio n  o f  b u s in e ss , jo u rn a l is m , a n d  th e  O d d  Fellow s. T h e  fo u n d e r  o f  
th e  Atlanta Independent was in c re d ib ly  w ealthy, o w n in g , a c c o rd in g  to  N A A G P executive 
sec re ta ry  W alter W h ite , “o n e  o f  th e  f irs t a u to m o b ile s  fo r  e i th e r  w hites o r  N eg ro es in  
A tla n ta .” W h ite  c h a ra c te riz e d  D avis as h av in g  a “k in d  o f  ru th le s sn e s s ,” a n d  h e  u sed  h is 
w ea lth  in  m an y  c a lcu la tin g  ways. T h e  h is to r ia n  C la re n c e  A . B acote d e sc rib e d  h im  as 
“lack in g  in  c h a ra c te r .. . tre a c h e ro u s , se lf ish .” In  h is  study  o f  tu r n - o f - th e - c e n tu r y  b lack  
p o litic s  in  G eo rg ia , B aco te  a rg u e d  th a t D avis “d id  n o t  have a sing le  p r o m in e n t  f r ie n d  
w ho at o n e  tim e  o r  a n o th e r  d id  n o t  feel th e  s tin g in g  blow s f ro m  h is  p e n .” J o h n  D it-  
tm e r  called  h im  a “c h a m p io n  m u la tto  b a ite r ,” w ho “ra ile d  against w hat he  p erce iv ed  
as a l ig h t- s k in n e d  a ris to c racy .”62

D avis was, how ever, successfu l. T h e  Independent r e p o r te d  a p ro b a b ly  in f la te d  c irc u la ­
t io n  o f  tw en ty -sev en  th o u s a n d  in  1932 . As early  as 1 9 0 4 , it c la im ed  a c e rta in ly  i n ­
f la ted  c irc u la tio n  o f  o n e  h u n d re d  th o u s a n d . T h e  p a p e r  co llap sed  in  1933 a fte r  th e  
R e p u b lic a n  d efea t in  th e  1932 e le c tio n s . T h e  p a p e r  was, b e fo re  its d em ise , reca lled  
D avis’s so n , “th e  m o s t in f lu e n tia l  N eg ro  weekly in  th e  S o u th .” T h e  h is to r ia n s  R ayford  
L o g an  a n d  M ichae l W in s to n  called  th e  n ew sp a p e r “th e  m o st m il i ta n t  N eg ro  n ew s­
p a p e r  in  th e  D eep  S o u th ” ; n ev e rth e le ss , every m a jo r  f in a n c ia l in s t i tu t io n  in  A tla n ta  
ad v e rtised  in  th e  Independent. Its success was b ased  o n  its e d ito r ia l  page, a n d  th e  two 
th in g s  D avis p u sh e d  m o re  th a n  a n y th in g  else w ere th e  G ra n d  U n ite d  O r d e r  o f  O d d  
Fellows a n d  R e p u b lic a n  P arty  p o li t ic s .63 T h o u g h  h e  also advocated  fo r  b lack  rig h ts  a n d  
d e n o u n c e d  th e  w h ite  te r ro r is m  o f  g ro u p s  like th e  K u  K lu x  K la n , D avis was n o t  a fra id  
to  u se  h is  p a p e r  to  a ttack  h is  ow n ra c e .64 “T h e  N eg ro  is a c h ild  ra c e ,” h e  o n ce  w ro te , 
“th e  average N eg ro  le a d e r  is as ig n o ra n t  as a b a t .” As J o h n  D it tm e r  p o in ts  o u t, “le a d ­
in g  A tla n ta  blacks d esp ised  D avis’s o p p o r tu n is m  a n d  flam b o y an t lifesty le ( th e  e d ito r  
h a d  a taste  fo r  flashy cars a n d  fast w o m en ) a n d  w ou ld  n o t  p e rm it  th e  Atlanta Independent 
to  be  read  in  th e ir  h o m e s .”63 M any re a d e rs  in  th e  late 1 9 2 0 s a n d  early  1 9 30s chose
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in s te a d  th e  Atlanta Daily World; by 1 9 3 b  th e  Atlanta Independent was r u n n in g  at an  e c o n o m ic  
loss, a n d  D avis’s in f lu e n c e  h a d  d im in is h e d  p re c ip ito u s ly .66

I t was d u r in g  D avis’s le a d e rsh ip  o f  th e  G ra n d  O r d e r  o f  O d d  Fellows th a t th e  g ro u p  
c o n tra c te d  fo r  th e  new  A u b u rn  A v en u e  b u ild in g  th a t w o u ld  b eco m e  so c e n tra l to  
b lack  A tla n ta  a n d  th e  S co tt m u rd e r  in v e s tig a tio n .67 W h e n  D avis’s fo r tu n e s  fell th e  
b u ild in g  w en t in to  re c e iv e rsh ip , at w h ich  p o in t  S co tt a tte m p te d  to  buy  it. H is  n e w s­
p a p e r  h a d  a lready  tak en  over A tla n ta  u s in g  tactics th a t som e h a d  called  p red a to ry . 
D avis’s p a p e r  h a d  fa lle n  in  th e  World’s w ake. S co tt th e n  m oved  to  use h is  p ro f its  to  buy  
th e  b u ild in g  th a t h a d  b e e n  a sym bol o f  D avis’s early  success. N o th in g  in  th e  Davis 
a n d  S co tt tim e lin e s , o f  co u rse , p ro v id es  any  h a rd  ev id en ce  th a t D avis w an ted  h is  rival 
p u b lis h e r  dead , b u t  th e re  does seem  to  b e  a c irc u m s ta n tia l case th a t th e  “tre a c h e ro u s , 
se lfish ” D avis co u ld  have d e m o n s tra te d  a c h a ra c te ris tic  “k in d  o f  ru th le ssn e ss” as he  
saw h is fo r tu n e  slip  away.

T h e se  w ealthy  b lack  m e n  liv ed  lives a n d  m o v ed  in  c irc les fa r  rem o v ed  f ro m  th o se  o f  
m o st in  b lack  A tla n ta  d u r in g  th e  G re a t D e p re ss io n , yet th ey  m a n e u v e re d  to  c o n tro l 
p ro p e r t ie s  a n d  b u sin esses  c a te r in g  to  th e  m a jo rity  o f  th a t p o p u la t io n . T h e  b lack  u p ­
p e r  class was, in  th a t sense , a b e n e v o le n t o ligarchy . M ean w h ile , le ad e rs  like th e  Scotts 
w ere ed g in g  as close to  th e  rac ia l l in e  as p o ssib le  in  o rd e r  to  secu re  th e  p r id e  o f  p lace 
th a t  cam e w ith  in c lu s io n  in  th e  b u s in e ss  class. M a in ta in in g  th a t p lace c o u ld  b e  a c o ld ­
b lo o d e d  affair. A n d  it c o u ld  get you  k illed .

B u t it  d id  n o t  n ecessarily  m e a n  th a t you  w o u ld  be  p u n is h e d  fo r  th e  c rim e , g iven  th e  
g e n e ra l in d iffe re n c e  o f  th e  c r im in a l ju s tic e  system  to  b la c k -o n -b la c k  h o m ic id e . T h e  
offic ia l in q u iry  was la n g u ish in g  ( i f  it  h a d  n o t  co m p le te ly  s ta lled ), so th e  Scotts d e ­
c id ed  th a t th ey  h a d  n o  cho ice  b u t  to  b u i ld  m o m e n tu m  fo r  f u r th e r  in v es tig a tio n  a n d  
p ro s e c u tio n  o n  th e ir  ow n . A m o n g  th e  a tto rn ey s  u sed  by th e  Scotts d u r in g  th e  o rig in a l 
c o r o n e r ’s in q u e s t was R e u b e n  A . G a rla n d , a w h ite  A tla n ta  law yer w ho  stayed o n  the  
case th ro u g h  th e  re m a in d e r  o f  1934  > co llec tin g  h is  ow n ev idence  to  secu re  M ad d o x ’s 
in d ic tm e n t .68 G .A . S co tt fu n d e d  G a r la n d ’s p riv a te  in v e s tig a tio n  in to  G eo rg e  M a d ­
d o x ’s story, d o in g  th e  jo b  o f  w h ite  a u th o r it ie s  to  d eve lop  a n a rra tiv e  fo r  th e  c rim e  th a t 
w o u ld  be  accep ted  by th o se  sam e w h ite  a u th o r it ie s , even  i f  th e  ev idence  seem ed  to  
p o in t  to  a “sc io n  o f  a well k n o w n  G eo rg ia  fam ily .”69

T h o u g h  th e  new  ev id en ce  cam e largely  f ro m  a p riv a te  in v es tig a tio n , it ce rta in ly  
seem ed  to  b e  a k in d  o f  p ro g re ss  th a t  w h ite  in v estig a to rs  w ere  u n a b le  to  m ake, e ith e r
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th ro u g h  th e ir  lack o f  in te re s t  in  a b lack  c rim e  o r  in  th e  u n w illin g n e ss  o f  b lack  w it­
nesses to  be  fo r th c o m in g  w ith  w h ite  p o lice  officers. “It is s ta ted  by so m e ,” re p o r te d  
th e  Afro-American, “th a t  m u c h  m o re  in te re s t  was show n  by th e  s o lic i to r ’s office in  p re s s ­
in g  th e  tr ia l  o f  A n g e lo  H e r n d o n  o n  ‘flu k e ’ charges th a n  has ever b e e n  show n  in  any  
e ffo rts  so fa r to  b r in g  M addox  to  t r ia l .” A n d  so p ro se c u to rs  ag reed  to  take G a r la n d ’s 
f in d in g s  to  th e  g ra n d  ju ry , even  th o u g h  th e  c o r o n e r ’s in q u e s t h a d  b e e n  in co n c lu s iv e . 
Six d if fe re n t w itnesses to  S c o tt’s d e a th b e d  p ro c la m a tio n s  o f  M ad d o x ’s g u ilt ap p e a re d  
b e fo re  th e  g ra n d  ju ry , a lo n g  w ith  “several o th e rs  to  w h o m  M addox  h a d  m ad e  in c r im i­
n a tin g  s ta te m e n ts  sh o rtly  a fte r  th e  sh o o tin g .” T h e  sta te  also c la im ed  th a t i t  w o u ld , at 
th e  tim e  o f  tr ia l , p ro v e  th a t th e  M ad d o x  fam ily  was h o p in g  to  acq u ire  th e  World a n d  
th e  S yn d ica te—th a t th e  m u rd e r  was, in  effect, a fam ily  consp iracy . A  F u lto n  C o u n ty  
g ra n d  ju r y  r e tu r n e d  a t ru e  b ill  a n d  fo rm a lly  c h a rg ed  G eo rg e  M ad d o x  w ith  m u r d e r . 70

W illiam  Schley  H o w ard , th e  M addox  fam ily  a tto rn ey , ex p ressed  su rp r is e  a t th e  g ra n d  
ju r y ’s d e c is io n . 71 M ost o f  th e  ev idence  p re s e n te d , h e  a rg u e d , was re h a sh e d  f ro m  th e  
p re v io u s  year. I t  was a co n sp iracy  th e o ry  m o re  th a n  ac tual ev idence , a n d  it le ft even 
th e  p r o - in d ic tm e n t  World in  a p le a sa n t sta te  o f  shock . “T h e  in d ic tm e n t cam e as a d is ­
t in c t  su rp r is e  to  A tla n ta n s , m an y  o f  w h o m  h a d  ju s t  a b o u t com e to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t 
th e  case was c lo se d .” T h e  World, how ever, d ec la red  th a t th e  “in s is te n c e  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  
b o th  w h ite  a n d  c o lo re d  b u s in e ss  f r ie n d s ” o f  S co tt, c o m b in e d  w ith  th e  w o rk  o f  R eu b e n  
G a rla n d , h ad  secu red  th e  in d ic tm e n t. I t was a re f ra in  th a t th e  p a p e r  w o u ld  re p e a t at 
every available in s ta n c e . G a r la n d  h a d  “b e e n  re ta in e d  by b o th  w h ite  a n d  c o lo re d  b u s i ­
ness f r ie n d s  o f  th e  la te  p u b l is h e r .” 72

T h e  m essage was c lear: w h ite  p e o p le  w ere w o rk in g  to  get th e  in d ic tm e n t. W h ite  
p e o p le  w ere th e  law yers p ro se c u tin g  th e  case. W h ite  p e o p le  w ere  th e  detec tives. T h e  
Atlanta Daily World, a n d  by e x te n s io n  th e  Sco tt fam ily, u sed  w h iten ess  to  v a lida te  b o th  
th e  im p o r ta n c e  a n d  th e  ju s tn e s s  o f  its cause, even  as th e  fam ily  i tse lf  was d o in g  th e  
w o rk  in  lie u  o f  an  a p a th e tic  ju s tic e  system . It seem ed  a q u ix o tic  e n te rp r is e , at best, 
c o n s id e r in g  th e  b ro a d e r  d is in g e n u o u sn e ss  o f  th e  s o u th e rn  w h ite  p o p u la t io n . A fte r  
all, M any p e rso n s  b e liev ed , re p o r te d  th e  Chicago Defender, “th a t h is  m y ste rio u s  slaying 
was d u e  to  th e  d islike  in  w h ich  h e  was h e ld  by th e  w h ite  b u s in e ss  m e n  o f  th e  city, w ho 
d e r id e d  h is  e d ito r ia l  p o licy  a n d  en v ied  h is success .” 73 T h e  p ro b le m s  in h e re n t  in  such  
appea ls by th e  World w o u ld  b eco m e even  m o re  a p p a re n t as events u n fo ld e d .

In  th e  days p re c e d in g  th e  tr ia l , th e re  was d iscu ss io n  a b o u t a p o te n tia l  re c o rd  n u m b e r  
o f  w itnesses a n d  e x te n d e d  days o f  te s tim o n y , b u t  th e  p ro s e c u tio n  o n ly  called  e ig h t
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w itnesses a n d  closed  its in i t ia l  case o n  th e  a f te rn o o n  fo llo w in g  ju r y  s e le c tio n . 74 T h e  

d e fen se  was m o re  th o ro u g h , ca llin g  a lita n y  o f  a lib i w itnesses. G eo rg e  M ad d o x  S r., 
fo r  exam ple , re p e a te d  h is sto ry  a b o u t ca llin g  D r. S essions in  W ash in g to n , G eo rg ia , to  
h e lp  f in an ce  th e  O d d  Fellow s b u ild in g  p u rc h a se . M ad d o x  Sr. h a d  v is ited  th e  h o sp ita l 
several tim es  to  see h is  new  so n - in - la w , a n d  h e  te s tif ie d  th a t S co tt h a d  to ld  h im  th a t 
th e  sh o o tin g  was a re su lt o f  th e  O d d  Fellows deal. D efen se  law yers w ere  fa r  m o re  sys­
tem a tic  th a n  th e  p ro se c u to rs , sp e n d in g  days e s tab lish in g  M a d d o x ’s a lib i a n d  fo rc in g  
th e ir  c o u n te rp a r ts  to  act m o re  d ilig en tly  w h e n  p ro d u c in g  re b u tta l  w itn e sse s . 75

O n e  o f  th o se  w itnesses was A u s tin  W alden , w ho te s tif ied  to  S c o tt’s d e a th b e d  p ro c la ­
m a tio n  o f  M a d d o x ’s g u ilt, a n d  d e sc r ib e d  b e in g  called  to  S p e lm a n  to  d ra f t  th e  dy ing  
m a n ’s w ill. T h e  d e fen se  p re sse d  h im  o n  th e  ex istence  o f  h o s tility  b e tw een  S co tt a n d  
M ilto n , a n d  b e tw een  S co tt a n d  h im se lf . H e  d e n ie d  th a t th e re  was any  an im o sity . H e  
also d isc la im ed , as r e p o r te d  by th e  World, “th a t h e  h a d  h e a rd  o f  any  p lo t o r  schem e 
to  k ill S co tt to  keep  h im  f ro m  b u y in g  th e  O d d  Fellows b u ild in g . ”' 6 I t  was a case th a t 
n e v e r really  d e liv e red  o n  th e  n ew  in fo rm a tio n  p ro m ise d  by th e  p ro s e c u tio n , b u t  
in s te a d  em p h asized  th e  p o o r  c h a ra c te r  o f  M a d d o x ’s a lib i w itn esses . S till, th e  World 
was c o n f id e n t. “D riv in g  s tra ig h t fo r  th e  d ea th  p en a lty  in  th e  case,” it  r e p o r te d , G a r ­
la n d  a n d  th e  p ro s e c u tio n  “c o n tin u e d  a n  o n s la u g h t o n  th e  d e fe n d a n t’s b ad ly  c r ip p le d  
‘a lib i’.’’ S u re ly  th e re  w o u ld  b e  a c o n v ic tio n . 77

T h e re  w o u ld  n o t  be  a co n v ic tio n . I t  h ad  b e e n  th e  lo n g est tr ia l invo lv in g  a b lack  d e fe n ­
d a n t a n d  v ic tim  in  th e  h is to ry  o f  G eo rg ia , b u t  the  ju ry  d e lib e ra te d  fo r  a re la tively  sh o r t 
th re e  h o u rs  a n d  r e tu rn e d  a v e rd ic t o f  “n o t  guilty .” A n  in c re d u lo u s  World called  the  
v e rd ic t “a s u rp r is e ,” a n d  re m in d e d  its re a d e rs  o f  th e  ju r o r s  w ho le t M ad d o x  go. “T h ese  
a re  th e  twelve m e n  w ho v o ted  ‘a c q u itta l’ fo r  G eorge  M addox , J r . ,  a f te r  a w eek le n g th  
tr ia l in  th e  slaying o f  W .A. S c o tt,” th e  p a p e r  a n n o u n c e d  o n  its f ro n t  page, b e fo re  
lis tin g  th e  n am es o f  each j u r o r . 78 I t  was, how ever, m isp laced  su rp r ise . T h e  lack lu ste r 
p ro se c u tio n  was sy m p to m atic  o f  a society  relatively  u n c o n c e rn e d  w ith  b lack  v ic tim s o f  
c rim e . T h e  rea lity  o f  a th r e e - h o u r  d e lib e ra tio n  in  th e  lo n g est tr ia l invo lv in g  a b lack 
d e fe n d a n t a n d  v ic tim  in  G e o rg ia ’s h is to ry  spoke to  n o th in g  else i f  n o t  w h ite  apathy.

R a lp h  M atthew s, th e  Afro-American’s c o r re s p o n d e n t in  A tla n ta  fo r  th e  tr ia l , p layed  th e  
ro le  o f  de T ocq u ev ille , lo o k in g  at b o th  th e  tr ia l  a n d  th e  race re la tio n s  it  re p re s e n te d  
as an  o u ts id e r  f ro m  B a ltim o re . A n d  h e  was shocked  by w hat he  e x p e rie n c e d . M a t­
thew s w alked d o w n  A u b u rn  A v en u e  in  a n  early  v e rs io n  o f  m a n - o n - th e - s t r e e t  r e p o r t ­
in g . H e  asked p asse rs-b y  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  th ey  th o u g h t M addox  w o u ld  be  co n v ic ted .
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N o  o n e  th o u g h t he  w o u ld  b e . “H e  has W illiam  Schley  H o w a rd  fo r  h is  a t to rn e y .” M a t­
thew s th o u g h t th a t th e  law yer m a tte re d  less th a n  th e  facts o f  th e  case. “M ost p e o p le ,” 
h e  r e p o r te d , “seem ed  to  p ity  m e .”

W h ile  h e  a d m itte d  th a t th e  case’s o u tc o m e  h a d  p ro v e d  observers c o rre c t ( th e  o u tco m e  
was, h e  a rg u ed , “n o  s u rp r is e , n o t  even , p e rh a p s  to  th e  k in sm e n  o f  th e  d ead  p u b lish e r , 
w ho  so u g h t a c o n v ic tio n  o n  th e  o ld  M osaic law, ‘an  eye fo r  a n  eye a n d  a to o th  fo r  a 
to o th ’”), h e  was b a ffled  by th e  re sp ec t show n  to  H o w ard , w ho u se d  “e p ith e ts  w h ich  
se n t m y b lo o d  c u rd lin g  u n d e r  h is  v io le n t o n s la u g h ts .” H o w a rd ’s f ru s tra te d  h a ra n g u e s  
at “n ig g e r w o m e n ” h a d  o n ly  b e e n  o n e  exam ple  o f  a tr ia l  f illed  w ith  such  te rm s . H is 
c lo sin g  a rg u m e n t to  th e  ju ry  “was p u n c tu a te d  w ith  so m e o f  th e  v ilest e p ith e ts  fo r  th e  
race it  has b e e n  m y i l l - fo r tu n e  to  h e a r  in  any c o u r tro o m ,” M atthew s re p o r te d , b u t  
a m o n g  th e  b lack  p o p u la t io n  lis te n in g , it “was h a ile d  in  th e  c o r r id o rs  as a m aste rp iece  
o f  e lo q u e n c e . I co u ld  n o t  q u ite  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  w ork ings o f  th e  G eo rg ia  m in d  th a t 
c o u ld  sw allow  su ch  in su lts  w ith o u t r e s e n tm e n t .” 79

M atthew s’s m a n  o n  th e  s tre e t t r ie d  to  ex p la in : “T h is  is th e  k in d  o f  speech  it takes to  
w in  in  a S o u th e rn  c o u r t .” I t  was th is  k in d  o f  a tt i tu d e  th a t M atthew s co u ld  n o t  u n d e r ­
s ta n d . 80 A fte r  M addox  was o r ig in a lly  fre e d  by th e  c o r o n e r ’s ju ry  th e  p rev io u s  year, 
h e  a rg u e d , “th e  sta te  d id  ab so lu te ly  n o th in g  to  solve th e  m u rd e r .” I t  was th e  Scotts 
th em selves w ho  p a id  in v es tig a to rs , fo u n d  w itnesses a n d  ev id en ce , a n d  h ire d  G a r la n d  
(w ho w o u ld  act as o n e  o f  th e  lead  p ro se c u to rs  in  th e  case). “T h e  m e re  fact th a t these  
steps h a d  to  be  tak en  is a re f le c tio n  o n  th e  d ilig en ce  (? )  o f  th e  co m m o n w e a lth  w h ere  
o u r  c itizen s a re  c o n c e rn e d ,” h e  s ta ted . “H a d  S co tt b e e n  w h ite  th e  sam e p re ju d ic e d  
lan g u ag e  w h ich  saved M ad d o x  w o u ld  have se n t h im  to  th e  cha ir, because  ev id en ce  in  
cases in v o lv in g  th e  la tte r  c irc u m sta n c e  does n o t  have to  be  so conclusive  in  G e o rg ia . ” 81

M atthew s h a d  d r iv e n , in  a few  s h o r t  p a ra g ra p h s , to  th e  co re  rea lity  o f  th e  s itu a tio n  
o f  b lack, u p p e r-c la s s , u rb a n  A tla n ta . T h e  m u rd e r  was p ro b le m a tic , a n d  th e  p o s ­
s ib ility  th a t it  was ac tually  a w h ite  m a n  w ho h ad  k illed  S co tt was a p lau s ib le  o n e . B u t 
w h ite  m e n  h a d  p layed  a ro le  in  th e  d ea th  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  o n e  h a d  p u lle d  th e  t r ig ­
ger. T h e  w o rld  o f  re la tive  p riv ileg e  th a t ex is ted  fo r  th e  S cotts, M addoxes, W aldens, 
M ilto n s , a n d  D avises was always g o in g  to  be  c u r ta ile d  by th e  w h ite  ce ilin g  l im itin g  
its g ro w th . E ven  m o re  im p o r ta n t ,  a n d  ce rta in ly  m o st f ru s tra t in g  to  M atthew s, b lack  
u rb a n  s o u th e rn e rs  seem ed  to  accep t su ch  ce ilings as a m a tte r  o f  co u rse . E veryone 
M atthew s in te rv ie w e d  assu m ed  th a t M addox  w o u ld  walk. N o  o n e  was su rp r is e d  at th e  
language  u sed  by th e  w h ite  law yers. N o  o n e  even seem ed  to  n o tic e  th a t all o f  th e  w h ite
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m e n  w ere  ad d re sse d  w ith  p re fix  h o n o r if ic s  like “M r .,” “M iss,” o r  “M rs .,” w h ile  b lack  
w itnesses w ere ca lled  s im p ly  by  th e ir  f irs t n am es. W illiam  Schley  H o w ard  called  th e  
p ro s e c u tio n  w itnesses “g u tte r  sn ip es” a n d  “a b a n d  o f  in fa m o u s  p e r ju r e r s .” O n e  w it­
ness was “a n  o ld , greasy, d ir ty  b lack  b u z z a rd .” O n e  was “a d irty , c o n te m p tib le  n igger, 
a n d  I d o n ’t m e a n  N eg ro . N - I - G - G - E - R .” A t o n e  p o in t ,  H o w a rd  to ld  th e  ju ry  th a t “i f  
a c o lo re d  m a n  can  get a fa ir  t r ia l  anyw here  in  th e  w o rld , it  is a m o n g  th e  G o d -fe a r in g , 
la w -a b id in g  w h ite  p e o p le  o f  th e  S o u th  a m o n g  w h o m  h e  has b e e n  ra is e d .” O f  co u rse , 
h is  o p p o n e n t  G a r la n d  was n o t  ap p rec iab ly  b e tte r , ca llin g  th e  M ad d o x  fam ily  “th e  
sm a rte s t b u n c h  o f  assassins w ho  ever w ore  b lack  sk in s . ” 82

T h e  New York Amsterdam News ag reed  w ith  th e  Afro-American’s c r itic ism . I t was “a m u rd e r  
tr ia l  re e k in g  w ith  d isg race  a n d  e m b a rra s sm e n t fo r  scores o f  A tla n ta ’s b e s t fam ilies, 
w ith  d efense less w o m e n  su b jec ted  to  in su lts , s c o rn fu l a n d  o p p ro b r io u s  e p ith e ts  at 
th e  h a n d s  o f  d e fen se  a n d  p ro s e c u t io n .” It was “a sev en -d ay  e x h ib itio n  o f  th e  in d ig n i­
ties w h ich  c o lo re d  w o m e n  m u s t su ffe r in  th e  c o u rts  o f  th e  S o u th . T h e re  w ere th in ly -  
v e iled  a sse rtio n s  th a t th e  m o ra ls  o f  c o lo re d  w o m en  w ere  n o t  all to  be  d e s ire d , re g a rd ­
less o f  social s tra ta , w h ile  p re e m in e n t  m ale  w itnesses w ere  a ttacked  as p e rv e r ts .” 83

I f  A tla n ta ’s u p p e r-c la s s  b lack  p o p u la t io n  served as a b e n e v o le n t o ligarchy  in  th e  A f r i ­
c a n -A m e ric a n  co m m u n ity , they  re m a in e d  co n stan tly  aw are th a t th e  b o u n d s  o f  th e ir  
success w ere  always l im ite d  by a fa r less b e n e v o le n t a p a r th e id  sta te  th a t s u r ro u n d e d  
th e m . I t was, to  b e  su re , b e t te r  th a n  ab jec t poverty , b e tte r  th a n  K la n  v ic tim iz a tio n , 
b e tte r  th a n  th e  c h a in  gang, b u t  it was a u n iq u e ly  l im in a l space in  th e  s o u th e rn  social 
h ie ra rc h y  th a t obv iously  h a d  its ow n set o f  ru le s  a n d  a ssu m p tio n s . T h e  lack o f  e ffec­
tive p o lic in g  in  th e  b lack  c o m m u n ity  gave b u s in e ss  rivals la titu d e  to  c o m m it crim es 
ag a in st each o th e r  w ith  im p u n ity  i f  they  w ere so in c lin e d , a n d  th e  v ic tim s o f  such  
c rim e  w o u ld  re m a in  u n av en g ed .

T h e  Afro-American in te rp re te d  th e  S co tt m u rd e r  as a b a ttle  b e tw een  o ld  a n d  n ew  m o n ey  
b lack  s o u th e rn  fam ilie s . “T h e  M ad d o x  fam ily  re p re se n ts  th e  o ld  type o f  S o u th e rn  
a ris to c racy ,” th e  p a p e r  re p o r te d . “G eo rg e  M addox , S r., has b e e n  a re s id e n t o f  A tlan ta  
fo r  th ir ty -o d d  years. H e  has b e e n  an  em ployee  o f  th e  S o u th e rn  R a ilro a d  fo r  tw en ty  o f  
th e se  years, d u r in g  w h ich  h e  has ru b b e d  elbow s w ith  th e  f in e s t a n d  m o st in f lu e n tia l  
p e o p le  o f  th e  S o u th  as a d in in g  car w a ite r .” T h a t  k in d  o f  “asso c ia tio n  w ith  th e  D ix ie  
n o b lesse  gave h im  a c e r ta in  p re s tig e  in  sepia society. H e  is M r. M addox  a m o n g  h is 
ow n a n d  G eo rg e  to  th e  w h ites w h ich  is a te rm  o f  e n d e a rm e n t . ” 84
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M ean w h ile , th e  S co tts w ere  “o f  th e  n ew  c o m m erc ia l type w ho  have lif te d  them selves 
by th e ir  ow n b o o ts tra p s  f ro m  o b sc u rity  to  a p lace o f  f in a n c ia l in d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  
p r o m in e n c e .” F o r th a t  e ffo r t “th ey  have in c u r r e d  th e  h a tre d  o f  th e  w h ites a n d  th e  
envy o f  th e ir  ow n  ra c e .” A d d itio n a lly , th e  p itfa lls  o f  th e  p u b lis h in g  b u s in e ss  “c rea ted  
fo r  th e m  m an y  e n e m ie s  in  b o th  races. E d ito r ia l  policy , d iam e trica lly  o p p o se d  to  th e  
id eo logy  o f  th e  S o u th la n d , has a lie n a te d  th e  w h ites a n d  th e  scandals d iv u lged  in  th e  
new s s to rie s  have e m b itte re d  m any  o f  th e ir  re a d e rs .” T h e i r  re a d e rs , o f  co u rse , w ere 
w o rk in g -c la ss  b lacks. “T h e se  a re  th e  p r im a ry  fac to rs , th e  u n d e r ly in g  c u r re n ts  b e n e a th  
th e  fig h t th a t is b e in g  w aged, w ith  the  c ro w d ed  sp ec ta to rs  a b o u t evenly  d iv id ed  fo r  
c o n v ic tio n  a n d  a c q u itta l .”85 T h is  d iv is io n , th e  p a p e r  a rg u e d , is w hat d ro v e  th e  m a r ­
riage  b e tw e e n  S co tt a n d  A gnes M ad d o x . W .A. was h o p in g  to  so lid ify  h is r e p u ta t io n , 
a n d  th u s  h is  c o m p a n y ’s re p u ta t io n , by m a rry in g  in to  a n  estab lish ed  fam ily. I t  was, th e  
Afro-American c la im ed , a m a rria g e  to  b o ls te r  S c o tt’s p o w er, a n d  th e  M ad d o x  fam ily  was 
e n ra g e d  by i t . 86

G eo rg e  M a d d o x ’s a n g e r  a t th a t hasty  a n d  scan d a lo u s m a rria g e , M ilto n ’s early  asso c ia ­
t io n  w ith  th e  S co tt esta te , W ald en ’s g u a rd ia n sh ip  o f  th e  v ic tim ’s c h ild re n , D avis’s f i ­
n a n c ia l co llapse in  th e  wake o f  S c o tt’s success, a n d  the  m y ste rio u s  p o ss ib ility  o f  w h ite  
in te re s ts  c o m p e tin g  fo r  th e  O d d  Fellows b u ild in g  o r  an g ry  a b o u t S c o tt’s jo u rn a l is t ic  
p o litic s  c o m b in e d  to  c rea te  o n e  o f  th e  m o st c o m p e llin g  u n so lv e d  m u rd e r  m y ste ries  in  
A tla n ta ’s h is to ry . M ilto n , W ald en , a n d  D avis all h a d  c o n n e c tio n s  to  N a tio n a l B en efit 
L ife In su ra n c e , all h a d  c o n n e c tio n s  to  th e  O d d  Fellows b u ild in g , all h a d  fin an c ia l 
in te re s ts  in  th e  S co tt esta te , a n d  tw o o f  th e  th re e —M ilto n  a n d  W ald en —stayed in v o lved  
in  th a t esta te  a f te r  S c o tt’s m u rd e r . T h e y  w ere also th re e  o f  th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t  lu m i­

n a r ie s  in  b lack  A tla n ta  a n d , a lo n g  w ith  S co tt, th ey  all seem ed  to  ro ta te  a ro u n d  an  O d d  
Fellows axis o n  A u b u rn  A v en u e , a ro u n d  w h ich  th e  e n tir e  so la r system  o f  b lack  A tla n ta  
revo lved  as w ell.

A lo n g  w ith  its in tr ig u e , how ever, th e  m u rd e r  a n d  its a f te rm a th  d e m o n s tra te d  th e  c o n ­
s tra in ts  o f  th e  system  in  w h ich  S co tt, M ilto n , W alden , a n d  D avis ex is ted . T h e  d rive  
fo r  sta tu s a n d  p o w e r th a t d e f in e d  b lack  e m p ire -b u ild in g  in  A tla n ta  le d  to  co m p e titiv e  
riv a lrie s  th a t co u ld  d r i f t  in to  v io le n t re p r is a l because  o f  a c r im in a l ju s tic e  system  n o t 
in te re s te d  in  c rim es  in  w h ich  b lack  c itizens w ere v ic tim s. S c o tt’s n e w sp a p e r a n d  sy n ­
d ica te  d id  th r iv e  a fte r  h is  d ea th  in  1 9 3 4 , b u t  so, to o , d id  th e  c o n s tra in ts  o f j i m  G row  
A tla n ta . T h e  w h ite  b u s in e ss  a n d  civic le a d e rsh ip  th a t p laced  a ce ilin g  o n  b lack  ab ility  
to  rise  reac ted  an g rily  a n d  decisively  w h en  it  seem ed  to  th e m  th a t u p p e r-c la s s  A fric a n  
A m e ric a n s  w ere u s in g  th e i r  m o n e y  o r  sta tu s fo r  rac ia l ac tiv ism . T h e se  rac ia l dynam ics
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c rea ted  c o n d itio n s  th a t  a b e tte d  th e  r iv a lrie s  o f  b lack  b u s in e ss  m ag n ates  a n d , at tim es, 
co u ld  a llow  th e m  to  get away w ith  m u rd e r .
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m e n t exists in  its  c o lle c tio n  o f  re co rd s  re la te d  to  th e  S co tt esta te . “Last W ill a n d  T e s ta m e n t o f  W .A. 
S co tt, U n t i t le d ,” E sta te  2 5 0 2 1 , P ro b a te  C o u r t  o f  F u lto n  C o u n ty , A tlan ta  [h e re in a f te r  c ite d  as “Last 
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2 9 . I b id . ,  F eb ru a ry  II, 12, 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 2 0 , 21, 2 4 , 2 6 , 1934 ; a n d  Atlanta Constitution, F e b ru a ry  15, 

1934- 7-

30 . Atlanta Daily World, F eb ru a ry  15, 27 . 2 8 , M arch  I, 2, 3 , 5 1934 .

31. Atlanta Daily World, F eb ru a ry  15, 16, 1934- C itiz en s  T ru s t  a n d  L o r im e r  D . M ilto n  (See n o te  5 5 .) 
w ere  in s t ru m e n ta l  in  fo rm in g  th e  A tla n ta  N eg ro  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e rc e  in  A u g u st 1932 . T h e  b a n k ’s 
J .B .  B lay to n  suggested  th e  n e e d  fo r  su ch  a g ro u p , th e n  called  to g e th e r  a g ro u p  o f  b lack  b u s in e ssm e n  
th a t  in c lu d e d  M ilto n , b u t  n o t  any  o f  th e  Sco tts o r  re p re se n ta tiv e s  f ro m  th e  World. T h e  local segregated  
c h a m b e r  a id e d  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n ’s d e v e lo p m en t. It h a d  a v ested  in te re s t  i n  e n s u r in g  th e  success o f  a 
b lack  v e rs io n  o f  th e  c h a m b e r  o f  c o m m e rc e  so as n o t  to  r isk  th e  a tte m p te d  in te g ra t io n  o f  its ow n. “H is ­
to ry  o f  th e  N e g ro  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e rc e ,” in  Atlanta—You Ought to Know Your Own! 193? Directory and Souvenir 
Program o f the National Negro Business League Convention (A tlan ta, 1937), 13, 4 4 , A tlan ta  H is to ry  C e n te r , A d an ta ; 
F ra n k lin  M . G a rre t t ,  Atlanta and Environs: A  Chronicle o f Its People and Events (A thens, GA, 1954), 2 :9 0 0 -1 ;  a n d  
E lizab e th  S an d idge  Evans, “A tlan ta  N eg ro  C h a m b e r o f  C o m m e rc e ,” in  Engrclopedia o f African American Business, 
ed . Je ss ie  C a rn ey  S m ith  (W estport, C T , 2 0 0 6 ) ,  1 :152-53.

3 2 . H o lse y ’s T em p le  was a n  A M E  c h u rc h  o n  th e  c o rn e r  o f  B o u lev a rd  a n d  C h a m b e r la in  stree ts  in  
A tla n ta . T h e  o n ly  a rre s t  th a t re su lte d  f ro m  th e  even t was o f  a w h ite  E m o ry  s tu d e n t, N a th a n  Y agol, w ho  
was a tte n d in g  th e  rally. O rig in a lly  ch arg ed  w ith  “in c i t in g  to  r i o t ” fo r  s i t tin g  o n  th e  back  pew  o f  th e  
c h u rc h , th e  case aga in st Yagol was d ism issed  th e  fo llo w in g  day. Atlanta Constitution, D e ce m b er 12, 1933; 
Atlanta Daily World, N o v e m b e r 7, 19 3 2 ; a n d  K a re n  F e rg u so n , Black Politics in New Deal Atlanta (C h a p e l H ill, 
N C , 2 0 0 2 ) ,  6 1 -6 4 . (T h e  World’s coverage o f  th e  m e e tin g  is n o t  in c lu d e d  b ecause  th e  1933 coverage year 
fo r  th e  Atlanta Daily World has n o t  su rv iv ed .)

3 3 . H e r n d o n ’s case was th e  p e rfe c t ex am ple  o f  th e  d ia sp o ra  in  rev erse . H e  h a d  com e so u th  fro m  O h io  
fo r  w o rk  a n d  d isco v ered  c o m m u n ism  in  A lab am a in  1930* so o n  b e c o m in g  a n  o rg a n iz e r  fo r  th e  party . 
A f te r  m o v in g  to  A tlan ta , h e  was a r re s te d  a n d  ch arg ed  w ith  “in c itin g  in s u r re c t io n ” u n d e r  a n  ob scu re  
a n te b e llu m  slave s ta tu te , sim p ly  fo r  a tte m p tin g  to  o rg an ize  b lack  w o rk e rs  in  th e  city. T h e  In te rn a tio n a l  
L a b o r  D e fen se  cam e to  h is  a id , b u t  th o u g h  h e  w o u ld  avo id  th e  d e a th  penalty , h e  rece iv ed  a tw en ty -y ear 
se n te n c e  f ro m  a n  a ll-w h ite  ju r y  in  J a n u a ry  1933 . A fte r  a se ries  o f  ap p ea ls a n d  re -a p p e a ls , H e r n d o n  
fin ally  se c u re d  h is  f re e d o m  in  1937 as th e  re su lt  o f  a S u p re m e  C o u r t  ru l in g , b u t  h is  case b ecam e a s ig n ­
p o s t r e p re s e n t in g  th e  s ta n d a rd s  o f  s o u th e rn  ju s tic e  a n d  th e  ties w h ite  so u th e rn e rs  so u g h t to  m ake 
b e tw e e n  civil r ig h ts  activ ism  a n d  th e  sp e c te r  o f  c o m m u n ism  (it was also a sym bol o f  th e  d a n g ers  o f  th e  
m ig ra t io n  o f  p e o p le  a n d  ideas n o r th  a n d  so u th ) . F e rg u so n , Black Politics in New Deal Atlanta, 6 2 , 6 4 -6 5 ;  
a n d  T o m ik o  B ro w n -N a g in , Courage to Dissent: Atlanta and the Long History o f the Civil Rights Movement (N ew  Y ork,
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2 0 I l ) ,  3 2 . A s a n o th e r  ex am ple  o f  th e  f ra c tu r in g  o f  b lack  A tlan ta , in  a n  e d ito r ia l  o n  F eb ru a ry  15, G .R . 
H ig g in b o th a m  p a id  a n  in te re s t in g  so r t  o f  t r ib u te ,  d e m a n d in g  th a t S c o tt’s k ille r  b e  c a p tu re d  b ecause  o f  
th e  d a n g e r  p o se d  to  th e  b lack  co m m u n ity . “T h e re  a re  twelve m il l io n  N eg ro es in  A m e ric a ,” h e  w ro te , 
“a n d  we have a b o u t co m e to  th e  fo rk  in  th e  ro a d  o f  o u r  c iv iliz a tio n  w h ere  we m u st take  a s ta n d , a n d  
n o t  p ro c e e d  f u r th e r  u n t i l  we get o u r  b e a r in g s .” H e  w o rr ie d  th a t “h u m a n  life  has b e co m e  so c h ea p ,” 
a n d  e n c o u ra g e d  h is  re a d e rs  to  v ig ilance . “We m u st d e m a n d  th a t th e  assassin  o f  W .A . S co tt b e  b ro u g h t 
to  ju s t ic e  fo r  o u r  ow n safety. I t  is n o t  a q u e s t io n  o f  w h e th e r  h e  was, in  o u r  o p in io n , a ju s t  o r  a n  u n ju s t  
m a n . T h o se  are  re la tiv e  te rm s  a n d  i f  we as ju d g e s  a n d  g u n m e n  w ere  p e rm it te d  to  b u m p  o ff  everybody 
w h o  fa iled  to  com e u p  to  o u r  re q u ire m e n ts , th e re  w o u ld n ’t p e rh a p s  b e  e n o u g h  o f  u s  le ft to  te ll th e  tale . 
N o  m an  deserves to  b e  b u m p e d  o ff.” T h is  k in d  o f  language  seem s to  a rg u e  th a t m an y  in  b lack  A tlan ta  
w ere  l ittle  so rry  to  see S co tt go, a n d  w ere p e rh a p s  even  u n c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t ca tch in g  th e  k ille r . Atlanta 
Daily World, F eb ru a ry  15, 1934- F o r m o re  o n  th e  H e r n d o n  case a n d  its ro le  in  sh a p in g  b lack  ideas in  th e  
1 9 3 0 s, see J o h n  H a m m o n d  M o o re , “T h e  A n g e lo  H e r n d o n  C ase, 1 9 3 2 -1 9 3 7 .” Phylon 32  (S p r in g  1971): 
6 0 -7 1 ; A n g e lo  H e r n d o n ,  Let Me Live (1937; r p t . ,  A n n  A rb o r , M I, 2 0 0 7 ) ;  C h a rle s  H . M a r t in , TheAngelo 
Herndon Case and Southern Justice (B a to n  R ouge , LA, 197 6 ); a n d  Herndon v. Lowry, 301  U S  2 4 2  (1937)-

34- In  a s im ila r  k in d  o f  c r it iq u e , th e  F eb ru a ry  I O  Pittsburgh Courier a rg u ed  th a t S c o tt’s m e th o d s  w ere 
p re d a to ry , th a t  h is  c re a tio n  o f  th e  Birmingham World p u t  th e  ex is tin g  Birmingham Reporter o u t  o f  b u sin e ss . 
O sca r  W. A d am s, p u b lis h e r  o f  th e  Reporter, how ever, flatly  d e n ie d  th a t c la im , a rg u in g  th a t h is  p a p e r  h ad  
“n o t  lo st a s in g le  l in e  o f  ad v e rtis in g  b ecause  o f  th e  a p p ea ran c e  o f  E d ito r  S c o tt’s p a p e r  sh ip p e d  h e re  
f ro m  A tlan ta , a n d  i f  we have lo st a s ing le  su b sc r ib e r  o r  sale b ecause  o f  any o f  M r. S c o tt’s o p e ra tio n s , we 
have n o t  le a rn e d  o f  i t . ” Birmingham Reporter, F eb ru a ry  14, 1934  i a n d Pittsburgh Courier, M a rch  3 . 1934-

35- Atlanta Daily World, F e b ru a ry  9 , 1934 .

3 6 . Ib id .,  M arch  13, 1934-

37 . “D a rk  M a rk e t,” Time, D e ce m b er 5> 1932 , 2 6 ; “A p p o in t  W .B. Z iff  C o m p an y , R e p re se n ta tiv e ,” Print- 
er’slnk, M arch  9 , 1922 ; “Z if f s L is t  o f N e g ro  P a p e rs ,” Kelson Chesman & Co.’s Newspaper Rate Book (N e w Y o rk , 
1921), 3 9 2 -9 3 ;  a n d  W .B . Z iff, The Negro Market: Published in the Interest o f the Negro Press (A tlan ta , 1 9 3 2 ), 3-

38. New York Amsterdam News, M arch  17, 19 3 4 ; a n d  Pittsburgh Courier, M arch  17, 1934- A u re liu s  h a d  m a s te r ’s 
deg rees f ro m  O h io  S ta te  a n d  K an sas. H e  h a d  tau g h t at B e th u n e -C o o k m a n  a n d  W est V irg in ia  S ta te .
H is  re liab ility  seem ed  leg itim a te , th o u g h  as a n  u n te n u r e d  in s t ru c to r  in  W est V irg in ia  S ta te ’s e d u ca tio n  
d e p a r tm e n t,  S c o tt’s serv ices w ere te rm in a te d  in  1 9 3 5 ’ In fo rm a t io n  com es f ro m  S c o tt’s p e rs o n n e l  file, 
h o u se d  in  th e  a rch ives o f  w hat is n o w  W est V irg in ia  S ta te  U n iv ersity . A n y  m o re  d e ta ile d  in fo rm a t io n  
fro m  th e  file is r e s tr ic te d . I n fo rm a t io n  f ro m  th a t file  p ro v id e d  by em a il c o rre sp o n d e n c e  w ith  E l­
le n  H assig  R essm eyer, a rch iv is t, W est V irg in ia  S ta te  U n iv ersity . C o rre sp o n d e n c e  in  p o ssess io n  o f  th e  
a u th o r .

3 9 . A lexa B e n so n  H e n d e r s o n , “H e m a n  E. P e rry  a n d  B lack E n te rp r is e  in  A tlan ta , 1 9 0 8 -1 9 2 5 ,” Business 

History Review 6 l  (S u m m e r  1987): 2 2 0 , 2 3 1 -3 4 . 237-

4 0 .  See C a ro le  M e rr i t t ,  The Herndons: An Atlanta Family (A th en s , GA, 2 0 0 2 ) ;  a n d  A lexa B e n so n  H e n d e r ­
so n , Atlanta Life Insurance Comparry: Guardian o f Black Economic Dignity (T uscaloosa , A L , 1 9 9 0 ) .

41. A lliso n  D orsey , To Build Our Lives Together: Community Formation in Black Atlanta, l 8j 5—i p o 6 (A th en s , GA, 

2 0 0 4 ) ,  112, I I5 - I7 -

4 2 . K u h n , Jo y e , a n d  W est, Living Atlanta, 8 9 -9 5 .  Q u o te s  f ro m  9 3 -9 5 -  See also F ra n k lin  M . G a rre tt ,



A ie llo -“T h e  S h o t T h a t  Was H e a rd  in  N early  Tw o M illio n  N e g ro  H o m e s” 3 9 9

Atlanta and Environs: A  Chronicle ofIts People and Events (A th en s , GA, 1 9 5 4 ), 2 :777- 9 9 7 -

43- Baltimore Afro-American, M a rch  2 4 , 1934-

4 4 - M ilto n  a n d  Yates w o u ld  b o th  b e  h o n o ra ry  p a llb e a re rs  at W alden’s fu n e ra l  in  J u ly  1965 . “F u n e ra l 
S erv ices f o r ju d g e  A u s tin  T h o m a s  W ald en ,” W ald en , A u s tin  T . P ap ers , 1 915-1965 , M SS 614, series  II, 
b o x  2 , fo ld e r  I,  A tla n ta  H is to ry  C e n te r , A tlan ta ; “L e tte r  f ro m  A .T . W alden  to  C itiz en s  T ru s t  C o m ­
p a n y ,” W alden , A u s tin  T . P ap ers, 1915-1965 , M SS 614, series  I I I ,  b o x  2 , fo ld e r  9 , A tla n ta  H is to ry  
C e n te r , A tlan ta ; B ro w n -N a g in , Courage to Dissent, 17-18; a n d  W illa rd  “C h u c k ” Lew is, Citizens Trust Bank 
History (A tlan ta , 2 0 0 l ) ,  4 , II-1 5 , available o n lin e  a t h ttp :/ /c tb n t.c o m /p d f /C T B _ H is to ry _ B o o k .p d f , ac ­
cessed  O c to b e r  14, 20 1 3 .

4 5 - “P e tit io n  o f  A .T . W ald en  to  H o n o ra b le  T h o m a s  H . Je f f r ie s , O rd in a ry ,” F e b ru a ry  17, 1934 , E state  
2 5 0 2 4 , P ro b a te  C o u r t  o f  F u lto n  C o u n ty , A tlan ta ; “P e tit io n  o f  L ucile  S co tt a n d  A .T . W ald en  to  H o n ­
o ra b le  T h o m a s  H . J e f f r ie s , O rd in a ry ,” J u n e  2 5 , 19 3 4 , E sta te  2 5 0 2 4 ,  P ro b a te  C o u r t  o f  F u lto n  C o u n ty , 
A tla n ta ;  “S p ec ia l R e tu rn  o f  A .T . W ald en  as G u a rd ia n  o fW .A . S co tt II & R o b e r t  S co tt, M in o rs ,” J u n e  
2 2 , 1 9 3 4 , E sta te  2 5 0 2 4 , P ro b a te  C o u r t  o f  F u lto n  C o u n ty , A tlan ta ; “A n n u a l  R e tu rn  o f A .T .  W alden  & 
L u cile  S co tt as G u a rd ia n s  fo r  R o b e rt  8; W .A. S co tt, J r . ,  M in o rs ,” N o v e m b e r 2 2 , 19 3 4 , E sta te  2 5 0 2 4 ,  
P ro b a te  C o u r t  o f  F u lto n  C o u n ty , A tlan ta ; a n d  “P e tit io n  o f A .T .  W ald en  a n d  L ucile  S co tt to  th e  H o n ­

o ra b le  T h o m a s  H . J e f f r ie s , O rd in a ry ,” J u n e  2 4 , 1935 , E sta te  2 5 0 2 4 , P ro b a te  C o u r t  o f  F u lto n  C o u n ty , 
A tlan ta .

4 6 . “P e tit io n  o fA .T .  W ald en  a n d  L ucile  S c o tt.” “S u re ty ,” in  th is  co n te x t, m ea n s  b o th  W ald en ’s ro le  as 
s p o n s o r  o f  th e  S co tt c h ild re n  a n d  th e  c e r ta in ty  o f  h is p o s i t io n .

47- Baltimore Afro-American, M ay 5, 19 3 4 .

4 8 . I b id .,  M a rch  2 4 , 1 9 3 4 -

4 9 . T h e  Afro-American p r in te d  h is  a rtic le  a f te r  se n d in g  a te leg ram  to  C .A . S co tt fo r  c o m m e n t. H is  rep ly  
was b r i e f  b u t  decisive  a n d  u n a m b ig u o u s . “U n d e r s ta n d  y o u  w ire d  S p e lm a n  re la tiv e  to  m y b r o th e r ’s 
d e a th . I k n o w  th e  facts. I t  is u n f a ir  to  involve S p e lm a n  in  th is  m a tte r .” T h e  e n tire ty  o f  th e  above charge  
was p u b lis h e d  in  o n e  fa r - f lu n g  sc reed  in  th e  Baltimore Afro-American, M a rch  2 4 , 1934-

50 . Atlanta Daily World, M ay 27 , J u n e  3, 19 3 4 .

51• Baltimore Afro-American, J u n e  16, 19 3 4 .

5 2 . B o n d  A lm a n d  o f  th e  law  f irm  B ra n c h  a n d  H o w ard  a n n o u n c e d  th e  dea l. B ecause o f  th e  re c e iv e r­
sh ip , th e  O d d  Fellow s was also k n o w n  as th e  N a tio n a l B en efit b u ild in g . Atlanta Daily World, J u ly  12, 1934-

53- Best’s Life Insurance Reports, 17th A n n u a l  E d it io n , 1 9 2 2 -1 9 2 3  (N ew  Y ork , 1 9 2 2 ), 4 7 1 -7 2 ; S tev en  T eske, 
Unvarnished Arkansas: The Naked Truth About Nine Famous Arkansans (L ittle  R ock, A R , 2 0 1 2 ) , 137; C h a rle s  M . 
C h r is t ia n ,  Black Saga: The African American Experience, A Chronology (N ew  Y ork , 1 9 9 9 ), 2 8 4 ;  a n d  Atlanta Daily 
World, J u ly  12, 1934-

5 4 . A u re liu s  to ld  the  Afro-American th a t f ro m  h is  d e a th b e d  W .A  to ld  h im  to rem o v e  th e  b u ild in g  c o n ­
trac ts  f ro m  h is  co at p o ck et, b la m in g  th e  d o c u m e n ts  fo r  th e  a ttack . “W .A. b acked  o u t o f  h is  garage fo r  
te n  s tra ig h t n ig h ts  w ith  a cocked  g u n  in  h is  h a n d , a n d  h a d  re la tives n o t  p ack ed  th e  g u n  away th a t  n ig h t 
h e  w o u ld  have g o tte n  th e  g u n m a n  w ho  k illed  h im ,” A u re liu s  c la im ed . “T h a t  sam e n ig h t, keys to  h is  safe 
d e p o s it  b o x  m y sterio u sly  d isa p p e a re d . J u s t  a sh o r t  tim e  b e fo re  h is  d e a th , h is  o p e ra t in g  cash was tie d  
u p .” Baltimore Afro-American, J u ly  21, 1934-

http://ctbnt.com/pdf/CTB_History_Book.pdf
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55- H e  b e g an  in  th e  b a n k ’s a c c o u n tin g  d e p a r tm e n t,  a n d  w o rk ed  at b o th  M o re h o u se  a n d  th e  b a n k  fro m  
1921 to  1923- In  1923 , h e  le ft th e  b a n k  to  p u rc h a se  a n  in te re s t  in  th e  G ate  C ity  D ru g  S to re , w h ich  was 
o w n ed  by H e m a n  Perry , th e  fo u n d e r  o f  C itiz en s  T ru s t .  T h e  n ew  Y ates a n d  M ilto n  D ru g  S to re  d id  very 
w ell, even  as th e  P e rry  e m p ire  c ru m b le d  in  th e  years to  c o m e . T h a t  b e in g  th e  case, M ilto n  r e tu r n e d  to  
th e  s tru g g lin g  C itiz en s  T ru s t  in  1927 , leav in g  th e  d a y -to -d a y  o p e ra t io n s  o f  th e  d ru g  s to re  to  h is  p a r tn e r  
C lay to n  Y ates. M ilto n  a n d  Y ates w ere  also  h ig h - ra n k in g  fu n c tio n a r ie s  in  A tla n ta ’s F irs t C o n g re g a tio n a l 
C h u rc h . J o h n  N . In g h a m  a n d  L y n n e  B . F e ld m an , “B lay to n , Je sse  B. (D e ce m b er 6, 1 8 9 7 -) , L o r im e r  
D . M ilto n  (S e p te m b e r  8, 1 8 9 8 -F e b ru a ry  8 , 1 9 8 6 ), a n d  C lay to n  R. Yates ( ? ) ,” African-American Business 
Leaders: A  Biographical Dictionary (W estp o rt, C T , 1 9 9 4 ). 8 1 -8 2 , 8 6 ; Lew is, Citizens Trust Bank History, II ;  K u h n , 
Jo y e , a n d  W est, Living Atlanta, 105—6; a n d  G ary  M . P o m e ran tz , Where Peachtree Meets Sweet Auburn: The Saga o f  
Two Families and the Making o f Atlanta (N e w Y o rk , 1 9 9 6 ), 176.

5 6 . In g h a m  a n d  F e ld m an , “B lay ton , e t a l . ,” 8 6 ; a n d  B e rn a rd  W est, “L a ttim o re  D . M ilto n : C o m ­
m e rc e ,” [A n  in te rv iew  o f  M ilto n  c o n d u c te d  by  W est] L iv in g  A tlan ta  T apes & P ap ers , 1914 -1 9 8 5 , M SS 
6 3 7 , b o x  3 8 , fo ld e r  15, p . 15, K e n a n  R esearch  C e n te r , A tlan ta  H is to ry  C e n te r , A tlan ta .

57- “* 7 3 0 7 4 6 ,” Deeds 1508, Pgs. 351—End, Fulton Co., 4 1 0 —I I .  C le rk  o f  S u p e r io r  C o u r t ,  F u lto n  C o u n ty  
C o u r th o u se ,  A tlan ta ; “# 7 3 I 565>” Deeds 1528, Pgs. 1—2 5 0 . Fulton Co., 2 3 2 —34- C le rk  o f  S u p e r io r  C o u r t ,  
F u lto n  C o u n ty  C o u r th o u se ,  A tlan ta ; “* 7 6 5 2 3 3 ,” Deeds 1604, Pgs. 1—350, Fulton Co., 8 9 . C le rk  o f  S u p e r io r  
C o u r t ,  F u lto n  C o u n ty  C o u r th o u se , A tlan ta ; “7 4 2 0 8 6 ,” Deeds 1297, Pgs- J—3 5 ° , Fulton Co., 1 8 3 -8 4 . C le rk  
o f  S u p e r io r  C o u r t ,  F u lto n  C o u n ty  C o u r th o u se ,  A tlan ta ; “# 6 1 0 6 9 0 ,” Deeds 1693, Pgs. 3 5 ^~P-n^- Fulton Co., 
3 5 5 -5 9 -  C le rk  o f  S u p e r io r  C o u r t ,  F u lto n  C o u n ty  C o u r th o u se , A tlan ta ; “* 7 4 5 9 7 5 ,” Deeds 1554. Pgs- 
l8 l—End, Fulton Co., 1 8 6 -8 7 . C le rk  o f  S u p e r io r  C o u r t ,  F u lto n  C o u n ty  C o u r th o u se , A tla n ta ;  “# 7 4 7 8 5 2 ,” 
Deeds 1389, Pgs- 3 5 ^~Pn >̂ Fulton Co., 575“ 76- C le rk  o f  S u p e r io r  C o u r t ,  F u lto n  C o u n ty  C o u r th o u se , A t­
lan ta ; “# 7 7 7 4 9 3 ,” Deeds 1637, Pgs. 181—End, Fulton Co., 2 5 I_ 52- C le rk  o f  S u p e r io r  C o u r t ,  F u lto n  C o u n ty  
C o u r th o u se ,  A tlan ta ; “# 8 1 1 9 4 6 ,” Deeds l6 g i,  Pgs. 351—End, Fulton Co., 5 6 7 -6 8 .  C le rk  o f  S u p e r io r  C o u r t ,  
F u lto n  C o u n ty  C o u r th o u se ,  A tlan ta ; S ix tee n th  C e n su s  o f  th e  U n i te d  S ta tes, 1 9 4 0  (N a tio n a l A rch ives 
a n d  R eco rd s A d m in is tra t io n  [NA RA] m ic ro f ilm  p u b lic a tio n  T 6 2 7 ) ,  to l l  7 3 2 , 6 lA  (W ash in g to n , D C , 
1 9 4 0 ) ; F o u r te e n th  C e n su s  o f  th e  U n i te d  S ta tes, 1 9 2 0  (N A R A  m ic ro film  p u b lic a tio n  T 6 2 5 ) ,  r ° l l  2 5 3 , 
27A  (W ash in g to n , D C , 1 9 2 0 ); F if te e n th  C e n su s  o f  th e  U n i te d  S ta tes, 1 9 3 0  (N A R A  m ic ro film  p u b lic a ­
t io n  T 6 2 6 ) , ro l l  3 6 3 , 2B  (W ash in g to n , D C , 1 9 3 ° ) ;  a n d  F if te e n th  C en su s  o f  th e  U n i te d  S ta tes, 1930  
(N A R A  m ic ro f ilm  p u b lic a tio n  T 6 2 6 ) ,  ro l l  3 6 5 , 44 -’'' (W ash in g to n , D C , 1 9 3 0 ).

5 8 . W ald en  c ite d  h im s e lf  as o n e  o f  th e  law yers (as w ell as b e in g  a p la in tif f ) ,  a lo n g  w ith  B a ltim o re  a t ­
to rn e y  W. A sh b ie  H aw k in s. H aw kins was a c ru sa d e r  against se g reg a tio n  a n d  o n e  o f  B a lt im o re ’s firs t 
b lack  a tto rn ey s . H e  actually  a tte n d e d  U n iv e rs ity  o f  M ary lan d  Law b e fo re  th e  u n iv e rs ity  ex p e lled  h im  
a f te r  re -s e g re g a tin g  in  l8 g i-  A fte r  f in is h in g  h is  deg ree  at H o w ard  in  1892 , H aw kins w e n t o n  to  a lo n g  
c a re e r  o f  legal activ ism  in  th e  cause o f  b lack  civil rig h ts . H e  was o n e  o f  th e  fo u n d e rs  o f  B a ltim o re ’s 
N A A C P c h a p te r  a n d  served  as its legal c o u n se l fo r  years. B u t H aw k in s, d e sp ite  th e  d e fa m a tio n  su it, h ad  
a lo n g  a sso c ia tio n  w ith  th e  Afro-American. H e  was even , in  a s u rp r is in g  p o te n tia l  c o n flic t o f  in te re s t ,  a n  
Afro-American s to c k h o ld e r. Chicago Defender, S e p te m b e r  15, 19 3 4 ; “W. A sh b ie  H aw kins (1861-1941), M SA  
SC  3 5 2 0 -1 2 4 1 5 ,” A rch ives o f  M ary lan d  (B io g rap h ica l S e ries ) , h t tp : / /m sa .m a ry la n d .g o v /m e g a f ile /m s a / 
s p e c c o l /s c 3 5 0 0 /s c 3 5 2 0 /0 I 2 4 0 0 /0 I 2 4 I 5 / I 1tm l / l2 4 l5 8 io .h tm l ,  accessed  O c to b e r  15, 20 1 3 ; F re d e ric k  
N . R asm u ssen , “1 9 0 8  I l lin o is  Race R io t was Im p e tu s  B e h in d  F o u n d in g  o f  th e  N A A C P,” Baltimore Sun, 
F eb ru a ry  I I ,  2 0 1 2 ; a n d  H ayw ard  F arrar, T h e  Baltimore Afro-American, 189 2 —1 9 5 0  (W estp o rt, C T , 1 9 9 8 ), I, 
5, 33 , 41, 6 2 , 1 0 3 .

http://msa.maryland.gov/megafile/msa/
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5 9 . T h e y  n e v e r  filed  in  B a ltim o re  C ity  C o u r t  o f  C o m m o n  P leas, th e  B a ltim o re  C ity  C o u r t ,  o r  th e  
B a ltim o re  C ity  S u p e r io r  C o u r t .  B a ltim o re  C ity  E q u ity  In d ex es , M ary lan d  S ta te  A rch ives, A n n a p o lis , 
M D , c ite d  i n  c o rre sp o n d e n c e  w ith  th e  a u th o r , D e ce m b er 12, 2 0 1 3 .

6 0 .  I n  S e p tem b e r, fo r  ex am p le , W alden  a n d  M ilto n  w ere  b o th  o n  th e  dais a t S p e lm a n  C ollege  fo r  a 
v is it by  S ec re tary  o f  th e  I n te r io r  H a ro ld  L . Ickes fo r  th e  d e m o li t io n  o f  a h o u se  o n  th e  s ite  o f  w hat was 
to  b e co m e  a m assive h o u s in g  p ro je c t  fo r  A tlan ta  U n iv ersity . W ald en  o p e n e d  th e  p ro g ra m  w ith  a w e l­
co m e o n  b e h a lf  o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  A tlan ta . M ilto n  was o n  th e  A d v iso ry  C o m m itte e  o n  U n iv e rs ity  H o u s ­
in g  th a t was a p p o in te d  by  Ickes. Atlanta Daily World, S e p te m b e r  27 , 1934-

61. Charleston News and Courier, O c to b e r  2 0 ,  19 4 6 ; Kentucky New Era, O c to b e r  21, 19 4 6 ; a n d  Tuscaloosa News, 
O c to b e r  2 0 ,  1 9 4 6 . F o rre s te r  B . W ash in g to n  (W alden’s re p la c e m e n t as h e ad  o f  th e  A tla n ta  N A A C P) b e ­
liev ed  th a t  S co tt a n d  J .  W esley D o b b s fo rm e d  th e  A tlan ta  C ivic a n d  P o litica l L eague “w ith  th e  d e l ib e r ­
a te  p u rp o s e  o f  k illin g  th e  N A A C P b ecause  W alden  was th e  h e a d  o f  i t , ” largely  b ecause  o f  d isp u te s  over 
W ald en ’s a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  W .A .’s w ill. P o m e ran tz , Where Peachtree Meets Sweet Auburn, 1 2 5 -2 7 .

6 2 . D avis d id  h is  ra il in g  in  h is n ew sp ap er. B .F . C o fe r, th e  p a p e r ’s e d ito r , d e sc rib e d  h is  b oss as “d o m i­
n a tin g  a n d  very  aggressive. H e  g a in e d  c o n tro l  o f  th e  O d d  Fellow s in  G eo rg ia  th ro u g h  g re ed , sh re w d ­
n ess a n d  in te llig e n c e , a n d  b ecause  o f  h is  ab ility  to  a r tic u la te .” W alter W h ite , “P o r t r a it  o f  a C o m m u ­

n is t ,  Negro Digest 9 (F eb ru ary  1951): 84-85 ; H o rn e ,  Black Liberation/Red Scare: Ben Davis and the Communist Party 
(N ew ark , D E , 1994), 18, 2 0 ; a n d j o h n  D ittm e r , Black Georgia in the Progressive Era, ig o o —ig 2 0  (U rb a n a , IL , 
1977). 61.

6 3 . D avis’s so n  q u o te d  in  H o rn e ,  Black Liberation/Red Scare, 19; A n d e rs o n  O s b o rn e  P h illip s , “A  S o c io lo g ­
ical S tu d y  o f  E d ito r ia ls  o f  th e  Atlanta Independent” (m as te rs  thes is , A tla n ta  U n iv ersity , 1 9 4 8 ), 12-14 , 1 6 - 
17; R o llin  C h a m b liss , “W h at N e g ro  N ew sp ap ers  o f  G e o rg ia  Say A b o u t S o m e Social P ro b le m s” (m aste rs  
th es is , U n iv e rs ity  o f  G eo rg ia , 193 3 ), 12; J o h n  W iley R o z ie r, “A  H is to ry  o f  th e  N e g ro  P ress in  A tla n ta ” 
(m as te rs  th es is , E m o ry  U n iv ersity , 194 7 ), 3 9 ; F re d e ric k  D etw eile r, The Negro Press in the United States (1922 ; 
r p t . ,  C o lleg e  P ark , M D , 1 9 6 8 ), 57~58; a n d  D ittm e r , Black Georgia in the Progressive Era, 5 7 -5 8 , 164 . I n  a 
la te r  in te rv iew , Sco tt called  th e  Independent a “p e rso n a l o rg a n ” th a t “show ed favoritism  in  w ho th ey ’d  w rite  
u p .” “C .A . Sco tt: M ed ia ,” in te rv iew ed  by B e rn a rd  W est, L iv ing  A tlan ta  Tapes & Papers, 1914-1985 , M SS 
637 , b o x  3 9 , fo ld e r  II,  3 -4 , K e n a n  R esearch  C e n te r , A tlan ta  H is to ry  C e n te r , A tlan ta .

6 4 . D avis was a d ev o ted  a n d  p o w e rfu l R e p u b lic an , p re s id e n t  o f  th e  A tlan ta  B o a rd  o f  T ra d e , a n d  
a f r ie n d  a n d  ally o f  B o o k e r T . W ash in g to n . H e  was th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  R e p u b lic an  P arty  in  G eo rg ia , 
r e sp o n s ib le  fo r  h a n d in g  o u t  th e  p a tro n a g e  in  th e  sta te  d u r in g  R e p u b lic a n  a d m in is tra t io n s ,  w h ich  p u t  
h im  in  a p o s i t io n  to  serve as g a tek eep e r fo r  w h ite  p o lit ic a l  h o p e fu ls . T h a t  in f lu e n c e , how ever, w o u ld  
n o t  las t. As w h ite  R ep u b lic an s  so u g h t to  w h ite n  th e  p a r ty ’s im age , H e r b e r t  H o o v e r  a n d  G eo rg ia  se n a ­
to r  W alter G eo rg e  in v es tig a ted  D avis’s p a tro n a g e  p ro g ra m , p u b lic ly  in te r ro g a tin g  h im  a n d  le a d in g  th e  
p re ss  to  r e p o r t  s to r ie s  o f  “a N e g ro  ‘h u m ilia t in g ’ w h ite  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w ho  h a d  to  co m e to  h im  fo r  
jo b s .  D o n a ld  L is io , Hoover, Blacks, and Lily-Whites: A Study ofSouthern Strategies (C h a p e l H ill,  N C , 1 9 8 5 ), 4 2 ,  
53 , 67 ; a n d  H o r n e ,  Black Liberation/Red Scare, i g - 2 0 ,  2 1 -2 5 , 27- T h e  q u o te  is f ro m  a n  u n p u b l is h e d  m e m ­
o i r  by  Davis s so n  (q u o te  o n  2 2 ) .  T h e  A d a m so n  q u o te  com es f ro m  H o rn e ,  w ho  to o k  it  f ro m  a le t te r  in  
th e  H e r b e r t  H o o v e r  P ap ers . H o rn e ,  Black Liberation/Red Scare, 25 .

65. Atlanta Independent, J a n u a ry  5, 1928 ; a n d  D ittm e r , Black Georgia in the Progressive Era, 163—6 4 .

6 6 . D avis was also a close associate  o f  A u s tin  T . W alden ; W ald en  w o u ld  sp o n s o r  h is  law yer so n , B en  
D avis J r . , fo r  th e  b a r . H o rn e ,  Black Liberation/Red Scare, 2 3 - 2 4 ,  35 ; C h am b liss , “W h at N eg ro  N ew sp ap ers
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o f  G eo rg ia  Say A b o u t S o m e Social P ro b le m s ,” 12; N.W. Ayer & Son’s Directory o f Newspapers and Periodicals, 1932 
(P h ila d e lp h ia , 1 9 3 2 ), 170 ; N.W. Ayer & Son’s Directory o f Newspapers and Periodicals, 1933  (P h ila d e lp h ia , 193 3 ), 
168; N.W. Ayer & Son's Directory o f Newspapers and Periodicals, 1934 (P h ila d e lp h ia , I 934)> 163; N.W. Ayer & Son’s 
Directory o f Newspapers and Periodicals, 1935  (P h ila d e lp h ia , 193 5 ). 164 ; a n d  N.W. Ayer & Son's Directory o f  Newspapers 
and Periodicals, 1936  (P h ila d e lp h ia , 1 9 3 6 ), 162. F o r f u r th e r  years, n ew sp ap ers  in  th e  A y er d ire c to r ie s  are 
lis te d  a lp h ab etica lly  by city  a n d  sta te .

67 . T h e  O d d  Fellow s offices w ere  also  in  th e  b u ild in g , a lo n g  w ith  re ta il a n d  office space u se d  by 
o th e r  b lack  b u sin esse s . E v en tu a lly  th o se  b u sin esse s  w o u ld  in c lu d e  th e  Yates a n d  M ilto n  D ru g  S to re .
T h e  to ta l cost o f  th e  b u ild in g s  was $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 .  V elm a M aia T h o m a s , “C e n te n n ia l  C e le b ra tio n : T h e  
O d d  Fellow s B u ild in g s ,” Atlanta Daily World, A p r i l  2 9 , 2 0 1 3 , o n lin e ,  h ttp :/ /w w w .a tla n ta d a ily w o rld . 
c o m /2 0 1 3 0 4 2 9 5 6 1 5 /O r ig in a l/c e n te n n ia l-c e le b ra t io n - th e -o d d - fe l lo w s -b u ild in g s ,  accessed  O c to b e r  
14, 2 0 1 3 ; H e rm a n  “S k ip ” M a s o n j r . ,  Black Atlanta In the Roaring Twenties (C h a r le s to n , SC , 1997), 18, 24 ; 
a n d  H o rn e , Black Liberation/Red Scare, 21.

68. Baltimore Afro-American, J a n u a ry  12, 1935; Pittsburgh Courier, J a n u a ry  12, 1935; New York Amsterdam News, 
J a n u a r y I 2 ,  1935; Atlanta Daily World, J a n u a ry  7, 1935; a n d M elissa Fay G re e n e , The Temple Bombing (1996 ; 
r p t . ,  C a m b rid g e , M A, 2 0 0 6 ) ,  3 0 5 .

69. Baltimore Afro-American, F e b ru a ry  16, 1935; a n d  Atlanta Daily World, J a n u a ry  7, 1935-

70. Baltimore Afro -American, J a n u a ry  12, 19, 1935; New York Amsterdam News, J a n u a ry  12, 1935; a n d  Atlanta 

Daily World, J a n u a ry  7, 9 ’ 1935-

71. H o w ard  was leg itim a te ly  fam o u s , a v e te ran  o f  th e  S p a n ish -A m e ric a n  W ar, f o rm e r  m e m b e r  o f  
th e  H o u se  o f  R ep resen ta tiv es  f ro m  G e o rg ia ’s fifth  d is tr ic t , a n d  leg e n d a ry  c r im in a l  d e fen se  a t to r ­
ney. T h e  Afro-American p ro c la im e d  th a t  he  was “k n o w n  as th e  S o u th ’s g rea tes t c ro s s -e x a m in e r .” H e  
was “re p u te d  to  b e  G e o rg ia ’s g rea tes t c o u r tro o m  te c h n ic ia n .” H o w a rd  was “a typ ical G e o rg ia n ,” th e  
p a p e r  re p o r te d ,  “w ith  sp in d le leg s a n d  a r e d d is h -b ro w n  p o m p a d o u r ,  is w o rs h ip p e d  by th e  g e n try  o f  
c o lo r  a n d  b e ars  a r e p u ta tio n  w h ich  strik es awe in to  any  o p p o n e n t .” G a rla n d , in  t u r n ,  was H o w a rd ’s 
“stocky lit t le  r iv a l.” H o w ard  was assisted  in  th e  case by  a tto rn e y  E .L . T ille r .  “H o w ard , W illiam  Schley ,” 
Biographical Directory o f the United States Congress, l ’y jp —Present, h t tp : / /b io g u id e .c o n g re s s .g o v /s c r ip ts /b io d is -  
p la y .p l? in d e x = H 0 0 0 8 4 9 , accessed  M a y I3 , 2014 ; Baltimore Afro-American, F eb ru a ry  9 , 16, 1935; Chicago 
Defender, J a n u a ry  19, 1935; a n d  Atlanta Daily World, F eb ru a ry  6 , 1935-

72 . T h o u g h  th e  ev id en ce  ag a in st M ad d o x  was c irc u m s ta n tia l, th e  d e c is io n  was “g en era lly  c o n s id e re d ” 
by m o st o f  A tlan ta  society, a c c o rd in g  to  J .C .  C h u n n ,  “a t r iu m p h  o f  ju s t ic e .” Baltimore Afro-American, 

J a n u a ry  12, 1935; New York Amsterdam News, J a n u a ry  12, 1935; Atlanta Daily World, J a n u a ry  7, 9> *8, 2 0 ,
1935; a n d  Pittsburgh Courier, J a n u a ry  12, 1935-

73. Chicago Defender, J a n u a ry  12, 1935-

74- Atlanta Daily World, F eb ru a ry  6 , 1935.

75- C .F . Payne, fo r  ex am p le , a rece iv e r fo r  th e  N a tio n a l B e n e fit L ife  In su ra n c e  C o m p an y —a n d  a w h ite  
m a n —tes tif ied  ag a in st th e  d e fe n se ’s c la im s th a t th e re  was n o  s ig n ific a n t riv a lry  fo r  th e  O d d  Fellow s 
b u ild in g . T h e re  was a c o m p e tit io n  fo r  th e  p u rc h ase , b u t  i t  was a c o m p e tit io n  b e tw ee n  f r ie n d s  w ho 
w o u ld  n o t  have k illed  h im  fo r  th e  p riv ileg e  o f  b u y in g  th e  b u ild in g . Atlanta Daily World, F e b ru a ry  6 , 7. 8 , 

1935; a n d  Baltimore Afro-American, F e b ru a ry  9 , 16, 1935-

76. Atlanta Daily World, F eb ru a ry  9 , 1935-
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77. Ib id .

78. Chicago Defender, F eb ru a ry  16, 1935 , M arch  8 , 1941; New York Amsterdam News, M arch  15, 1941; Atlanta 
Daily World, F eb ru a ry  10, 1935, M a rch  6 , 13, 1941; a n d  Baltimore Afro-American, M arch  15, 1941.

79- Baltimore Afro-American, F eb ru a ry  16, 1935 .

8 0 .  “T h e  ap a th y  o f  th e  r is in g  g e n e ra tio n  in  th e  S o u th  is d e p lo ra b le . T h e  a rg u m e n t o f  th o se  in  A t la n ­
ta—th e  city  o f  co lleges a n d  u n iv e rs it ie s—a city  w h e re  a so d a - je rk e r  a n d  a b o o tb la c k  m ay h o ld  a college 
d eg ree , a city w h e re  w h a t a p p ea rs  to  b e  m ere  s tre e t c o rn e r  lo a fe rs  a re  engaged  in  d isco u rse s  o n  G reek  
a n d  o th e r  classics—is, ‘W e’re  g e ttin g  a lo n g  all r ig h t;  w hy th ey  even  segregate  y o u  u p  N o r th ’.

“T h e re  seem s to  b e  a p e rfe c t s u r r e n d e r  to  th is  d iab o lica l p ro p a g a n d a  th a t  th e  races a re  d if fe re n t a n d  
o n e  is in fe r io r .

“S ittin g  b e h in d  m e  in  th e  c o u r tro o m  was a s to u t o ld  re d -fa c e d  m a n , a m e m b e r  o f  th e  b a r, w ho  as th e  
tr ia l  d r i f te d  in to  days, was o v e rh e a rd  to  re m a rk , ‘Y ou k n o w  F m  p r o u d  to  b e  a w h ite  m a n  in  G e o rg ia .
J u s t  th in k  h o w  m u c h  o f  th e  tax p ay er’s m o n ey  is b e in g  sp e n t to  solve th is  n ------- ‘s m u rd e r .  I te ll you
n o b o d y  can  say th a t they  d o n ’t get fa ir  t r e a tm e n t d o w n  h e r e ’.” Ib id .

81. Ib id .

8 2 . Ib id .,  F e b ru a ry  16, 1935 .

83. New York Amsterdam News, F eb ru a ry  16, 1935- 

84.. Baltimore Afro-American, F e b ru a ry  16, 1935 .

85 . Ib id .

8 6 . Ib id .
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